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| Abstract |
The Seventh-century Baekje Kingdom and the
Shos0Oin Repository Collections

Shin, Suk *

The Shosoin Repository (1IE& ) began with offerings from the Empress Komyo
OB E ) to Todaiji Temple (BRk3F) granted on the twenty-first day of the sixth
month of 756 (Tenpy0-shoho 8) out of a wish for her consort Emperor Shomu’s
eternal repose. Her donation consisted of 634 items that the Emperor had treasured
in life, Today, the Shosoin Repository’s collection comprises more than 9000
objects, including offerings from other sources and items that had been used in
Buddhist services and rituals, Details on the collection are recorded in the Todaiji
kenmotsucho (R KSFEA#ME, Catalogue of Offerings to Todaiji Temple), which
allows scholars to create suppositions about conditions at the time of the
acquisitions, Further, the collection is recognized as housing representative
materials from an extensive period that have been maintained and preserved under
strict conditions, The Sh0sdin Repository is also significant for containing both
native Japanese products as well as items that arrived via the Silk Road through
Korea, China, Central Asia, and Western Asia,

Given that Baekje maintained a relationship with Japan through cultural and
political exchanges, it is highly probable that the Shosoin Repository holds objects
related to these exchanges. In fact, documents and objects associated with King Uija
(FEHE T, r. 641-660) of Baekje are indeed housed in Shosdin. The sarira reliquaries
and the gold plate with an inscription on sarira enshrinement found inside the stone
pagoda at the site of Mireuksa Temple in Iksan, North Jeolla-do Province are among
the most important materials for understanding the art of Baekje. The inscription on
the gold plate describes the background of the construction of the temple and stone
pagoda and relates that the queen consort of King Mu (&=, r. 600-641), who was
the daughter of the high-ranking official Satak Jeokdeok (4T f#), made offerings

and commissioned the construction of the temple in 639. An extensive number of

* Visiting professor, Korea National University of Cultural Heritage.
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objects was found together with the gold inscription plate. The discovery is
especially meaningful for the examination of the connection with the collection of
the Shosoin Repository since the buried goods had been commissioned by the
Baekje court in the seventh century.,

This paper examines the cultural exchanges between Korea and Japan,
particularly regarding the cultural heritage of the Baekje Kingdom, through an
investigation of the historical literature and a comparison of the decorative
techniques, designs, and materials of pertinent artifacts, By comparing the pearls
used in headdresses from the stone pagoda of Mireuksa Temple Site and those from
the Shosoin Repository, I have explored the development of pearl-processing
technology and the pertinent relations, Also, the re-examination of documents
associated with King Uija and extant objects related to the king in the collection of
Shosoin Repository clarify the relations between Baekje and the Fujiwara (#J5)
family. Furthermore, I have looked into the technical development and diffusion of
craft technology while analyzing the characteristics of techniques used on particular
materials, such as lacquering and pyeongtal ((EHE) or ivory and balu (§8#%). The
aforementioned explorations are meaningful in that they enhance the
understanding of the relationship between Korea and Japan and reevaluate the
cultural and historical status of Baekje as it bridged the Three Kingdoms and

North-South States periods.
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