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<Abstract>

A study on the Dae(ft) and Dae-beop(fik) of Silla
in the Middle Ancient Period

- focused on the four-sided wooden documents(Article 23) found
by the 17th excavation of Haman area’s Seongsan mountain fortress -

Jeon Deogjae

This study examines decoding and interpretation of the four-sided wooden
documents(Article 23) that were found in the 17th excavation of Haman area’s
Seongsan mountain fortress, This article also investigates the nature of
Dae-beop(Dae-law: f{i%) and the meaning of the word Dae(fl) in the
documents, In this study, the Sth letter in the Srd side of Article 23 will be read
as ‘I and the 7th letter of the 4th side as ‘%%. Based on this interpretation,
inscriptions in black ink in it can be read as ‘In March, here I, headman of
Jinnaemyeol village, inform you with suffer and fear(Side 1)’/ ‘Here I report to
Mijeukdeungji(FEN%%) Daesa(k4) and Haji( &) in name unknown castle
(Side 2)’/ ‘Soon it is said that Daebeop of the early times was not in its
well-developed form(Side 3)/ ‘Speaking of Itari Geubbeolcheok’s Chae(5;
salary), though at first Itari reported that according to the law, his salary was
30Dae(ft), he ate all and has exhausted all his salary in a month(Side 4)". The
word ‘Dae’ in the wooden documents was not only a unit of yield indicating
a sheaf of rice(1Sok(3)), but also a unit of land area in which a sheaf of
rice(1Sok) could be harvested, ‘Dae-beop’ was a law that stipulated grain yield
and land size per 1Dae(fY). It also provided criteria for various matters related
to the operation of Dae system. In the 7th century, by enacting and enforcing
laws that made Gyeol(¥) Bu(£):Sok(3) as units of area, Dae-beop was
abolished as the term ‘Dae’ was no longer used.
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