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ABSTRACT

The Origin of Japanese Wooden Documents
Culture via the Korean Wooden Documents
in the Sixth and Seventh Century

Lee, Kyoung-sup

The narrative culture of ancient East Asia originated in the bamboo and
wooden documents culture of China, which started to be introduced in the
northwestern parts of Korean Peninsula via the Four Commanderies by Han
after the collapse of Gojoseon and underwent transformations according to the
circumstances of regions and nations along with the development of ancient
kingdoms on the Korean Peninsula. In ancient Korea, character culture first
developed in Goguryeo and Baekje that had confrontations against and
exchanges with the Chinese dynasties in high frequency. The character culture
based on wooden documents developed in each nation since the fourth
century with wooden documents used broadly in Unified Shilla. Most of
Korean wooden documents that are currently known were made in the sixth
to eighth century, and they are compared with their Japanese counterparts,
most of which were made in the seventh and eighth century, for similarities
across various aspects. This study examined the early wooden documents of
ancient Japan based on the characteristics of Korean wooden documents in

the sixth and seventh century. The origin of Japanese wooden documents

AESAAESHE | IP:210.178.101.%+x | Accessed 2020/03/25 13:34(KST)



6~TH7] @ e SEiA A Hheske] 1 65

culture is estimated to have begun with the direct introduction of ancient
Korea's wooden documents culture that had reached certain level of
completion. As Japan had close exchanges with Baekje, it seems that Baekije's
character culture and further wooden documents culture had the biggest

influences on Japan's wooden documents culture.

Key words : Wooden Documents, Korea Wooden Documents Culture, Japanese

Wooden Documents Culture, bamboo and wooden documents

culture, Baekje
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