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{Abstract)

Time of Creation of the "Imshin Seogi—seok (T-HiZZ 4, Stone of Oath carved in the Imshin—year) |
inscription, and Confucianism in the Shilla dynasty’s Middle—Ancient era

Yoon, Kyeong-jin

Newly estimated in this article is the date for the Imshin Seogi—seok inscription, which contains
the students’ oath to study Confucian classical texts diligently, The intention is to gain new under-
standing of the level of Confucian studies reached in the Middle—Ancient era of Shilla.

Until now, this monument was believed to have been erected when the Hwa'rang(fEEf) figures
were in operation, It was a general perception that the inscription would have been made in either
552 or 612, Yet the inscription itself does not reveal any reference to the Hwa'rang figures, Instead,
the line which says “If the state is to be disrupted[f~%] or rattled by upheavals[kfl]” insinuates the
fact that the inscription was drafted actually during peace time when the state was quite stabilized.

The texts studied by Gang Su(7##) who served and operated as a literary figure for the govern-
ment during the reign of king Mu'yeol—wang was Munseon(3i%, generally consulted in writing
practices) and Hyogyeong(Z#4&, generally read in acquiring basic Confucian morality), Studies of
Classical texts including the Five Classics(1i4%) only began during king Weonseong—wang’s reign
when the Dokseo Sampum—gwa(G#{E =% #}) institution was launched for the first time,

The Shilla people’s initial understanding of Confucianism was within the context of perceiving it as
part of Chinese literature(7% %), Buddhist priests used to go over to China to study classical writ-
ing, and absorbed Confucian understanding too in the process. Such efforts were to primarily learn
advanced skills of writing, and did not necessarily mean that they were particularly interested in stud-
ies of Classical text, or achieved a certain level of understanding in Confucian teaching for that mat-
ter. Quotes from Classical texts we can find from "Jinheung—wang Sungsu—bi(E K55, were
actually inserted there most dominantly to decorate the king's own leadership and authority. And
many of the Confucian descriptions with regard to individuals who lived this period and included in
their biographies[{#z¢] are most certainly added in subsequent periods when those biographies were
actually written, The example of Kim Hu—jik(4:/5#%) which mentioned Noja(#+) and

Seogyeong(E#%) was modeled after Chinese historical details,
» Key words: Imshin Seogi—seok(EHE5 A, Stone of Oath carved in the Imshin—year),
Confucianism(fE2), Gang Su(58®), the Five Classics(FifE), Munseon(3E, gener—

ally consulted in writing practices), Dokseo Sampum—-gwa(GEEZ =M%}, Kim Hu—jk(£

&8
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