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[ 2 2 The Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms (Samguk Yusa; =
BI;EZ) includes accounts of four zhang liu (i. e., approximately 16ft in
height; 37\) Buddha statues including the zhang liu Shakyamuni Buddha
triad at Hwangnyongsa Temple (Z#ESF), the zhang liu Buddha triad at
Yeongmyosa Temple (8210<F), the zhang liu Maitreya Bodhisattva statue at
Geumsansa Temple (4:1L1=F), and the zhang liu Maitreya Bodhisattva statue
at Yongjangsa Temple (HESF). Through the Buddha statue at
Hwangnyongsa Temple, which was the first of these four Buddha statues to
be created, and the one at Yeongmyosa Temple, which was created
approximately five decades later, this study focuses on elucidating the
meaning and background of the expression “[one] zhang [and] six [chi] ([yi]
zhang liu [chi]; [—]3C 7S[R]),” which was used in the names of Buddha
statues in ancient Korea.

In India, zhang liu generally had been one of the mysterious symbols
expressing Buddhas' transcendent aspects distinguishable from ordinary
humans and had merely constituted a concept in Buddhist sutras unrelated
to the creation of actual Buddha statues. In China, however, with the
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translation in the early 4th century of the Scripture of kind such as the
Sutra on the Ocean-like Samadhi of the Visualization of the Buddha
(GuanfoSanmeihaijing; = BkiEHX), which stated that one could achieve
liberation (moksha; fi#:fif) by practicing concentration (samadhi; =Hf) and
seeing images of Buddhas, one zhang and six chi, the supposed height of
the historical Buddha—i. e., the concept of zhang liu—came to be
established as an important element in the creation of statues. Such a
situation can be confirmed in Buddha statue-related miracle tales in the
Record of Miraculous Responses to the Three Jewels in China (Jishenzhou
Sanbao Gantonglu; SE7iu = FIECHESER), where, unlike Ashoka miracle
images (5 £ B#%) originating—or believed to originate—from India
“discovered” by rivers or the sea, statues “created” in China are described
with the new expression zhang liu (or “[one] zhang [and] eight [chi] ([yi]
zhang ba [chi]; [—12L JALRDY).

The legend about the zhang liu statue at Hwangnyongsa Temple is a
result of the combination of the Ashoka miracle image legend from China
and the concept of “zhang liu statues” deriving from the Sutra on the
Ocean-like Samadhi of the Visualization of the Buddha. First used for the
main Buddha statue at Hwangnyongsa Temple, the term “zhang liu statues”
subsequently seems to have become established as a common noun referring
to large Buddha statues. Judging from the record that, in creating the
zhang liu statue for Yeongmyosa Temple, all men and women in the city
carried clay, the material used for the Buddha statue, and that an enormous
sum of money was subsequently used for the gilding, statues apparently
were colossal. However, judging from the fact that the stone Buddha statue
at Yongjangsa Temple, which is not very large, likewise is recorded as a
zhang liu statue, the sizes of statues classified as zhang liu do not seem to
have been consistent.

As clues for understanding the position that the concept of the “zhang
liu Buddha"—which first appeared during the creation of the main Buddha
statue for Hwangnyongsa Temple, a great project of national concern—
subsequently came to occupy in Buddhist culture in ancient Korea, extant
data are extremely meager. However, the case of Japan, where remaining
data on zhang liu Buddha statues enshrined at major temples such as the
zhang liu Buddha statue at Asukadera Temple (F&E5<F) and the zhang liu
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Buddha statue at Yamadadera Temple ([LIFH=F) are comparatively abundant,
provides good supplementary data that make possible the estimation and
restoration of the situation in Korea, which are left for future research.

[A4141] 3 & A} (Hwangnyongsa Temple), @ 49<F(Yeongmyosa
Temple), =L751%(zhang liu, Sixteen-foot Buddha statute), =
Ik ¥/ #% (GuanfoSanmeihaijing, Sutra on the Ocean-like Samadhi of
the Visualization of the Buddha)
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