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ABSTRACT

Changes in the Originators and Artisans of
Buddhist Stone Sculptural Works of the late
Silla - early Goryeo Period

Jin, Joung-hwan

It used to be thought that the late Silla Period was a period in which
Buddhism spread in earnest across the country and became popularized. That
is, it was thought that the popularization of Buddhism was associated with
that of Buddhist stone sculptural works. However, it is doubtful whether all
classes of people, from royalty to commoners, contributed to the production
of Buddhist stone sculptural works in step with the physical spread of the art
form from the capital right across the country.

This paper, with the focus on the late Silla, Later Three Kingdoms and
early Goryeo Periods, reviews the historical materials and data concerning the
classes to which their originators belonged, the purposes embodied in the
initial production of such works, and the expansion of the artisan class.

The popularization of Buddhism occurred most noticeably during the early
Goryeo Period. Compared to the Unified Silla Period or the mid-Goryeo
Period, the early Goryeo Period saw a noticeable number of people aspiring
to be grassroots leaders in every town. Furthermore, they were willing to

work for the local community. The period also displayed differences from
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other periods in terms of the supply and demand for Buddhism stone
sculpture artisans.

Looking at the factors that distinguish the early Goryeo Period from the
Unified Silla Period or the mid-Goryeo Period and thereafter, several
tendencies are apparent. First, unlike Buddhist stone sculptural works
produced during the Unified Silla Period and the late-Goryeo Period, which
were chiefly created to wish for blessings for individuals and peace for the
deceased, the early Goryeo Period Buddhist stone sculptural works produced
under the leadership of grassroots leaders were created to wish for national
peace and the public good, ie. objectives that would be shared by all
members of the local community, rather than for the benefit of individuals or
small groups of grassroots leaders.

Second, many Buddhist rites officiated by grassroots leaders were carried
out during the early Goryeo Period. Unlike the Unified Silla Period, the
period saw many associations of grassroots leaders, as distinguished from those
of the late-Goryeo Period, that were characterized by segmentation and their
small scale. Such associations shared historical and cultural background with
each other. Thus, Buddhist stone sculptural works could be produced
continuously even in the new dynasty according to the traditional patterns
established during the Unified Silla Period. Even attempts to imitate or
reproduce those produced during the Three Kingdoms Period could have been
made.

Third, grassroots leaders of the early Goryeo Period played a leading role
in large-scale Buddhist projects such as the construction of stone pagodas and
Buddha statues, while those of the late-Goryeo Period took part in religious

rites and the production of small ritual utensils. Such a change coincided with
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a change in the size of associations of grassroots leaders and the nature of
their activities, i.e. the production of large-sized Buddhist stone sculptural
works in the early Goryeo Period followed by a reduction of their overall size
in the late-Goryeo Period. Such a transition could be attributed to a decline
of large associations of grassroots leaders due to a lack of the need for
large-scale projects. Another possible factor is that people could rise up the
bureaucratic ladder regardless of the social class they belonged to following
the military leader’s seizure of power and the Mongol invasions, which led to
the trend of putting individual purposes first and a reduction in the number
of associations of grassroots leaders. It is presumed that such a trend made it
difficult to secure the funds needed to produce Buddhist stone sculptural
works.

Finally, the establishment of a system for managing artisans, namely, that
of having sculptor artisans serve the country by turns and assigning a group
of people to each temple to carry out daily chores, in the early Goryeo Period
served as an occasion for the emergence and proliferation of diverse Buddhist
stone sculptural work patterns. In the provinces, monks assigned to artisan
works carried out Buddhist construction projects including stone sculptural
works. It is presumed that they either inherited or imitated Buddhist stone
sculptural works of the Unified Silla and Three Kingdoms Periods and that
the system of having sculpturing artisans serve the country by turns led to
the spread of new patterns nationwide and to the creation of unique patterns

stemming from new, traditional, retro, and traditional patterns.
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