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[Abstract]

On the features and significance of the Buddhist stone artworks
discovered at the site of Seobongsa Temple

Jin, Joung-hwan
(Gwnagju National Museum)

There is a monument to Monk Hyeono (designated as Treasure No, 9 in 1963) at the
site of Seobongsa(%#l=<F) Temple, In accordance with its status as one of the leading
temples in Yongin, the central government designated Seobongsa as a Jaboksa (% fig =)
(a temple of worship and prayer for towns) during the reign of King Taejong (r, 1400 -
1418) of Joseon, Researchers conducted excavation surveys of the temple site on four
occasions in the period 2012-2017, and discovered that a large number of buildings had
been built on the six-tiered terraced ground during the Goryeo (918-1392) and Joseon
(1392-1910) periods,

This study attempts to reconstitute the history of the temple with the focus on
Buddhism-related stone artworks found there, and to shed light on the background to
the temple and its significance, An analysis of the main features of the monument to
Hyeono and other stone artworks from the temple, along with the period in which they
were made, shed light on the reconstruction or renovation of the temple, its background,
and its significance from the perspective of the history of art and Buddhism,

Based on the findings of this study, it appears that Seobongsa Temple was established
toward the end of the tenth century as a temple belonging to the Hwaeom (Huayan)
School of Korean Buddhism in a bid to strengthen the royal family of the Goryeo
dynasty, The stone pagodas and Buddha images created and placed in the temple at
that time exerted considerable influence on those built or placed in the region in the
ensuing period, At that time, the royal family and the Hwaeom School were in crisis due

to the misdeeds of the monk Wongyeong, a son of King Injong (r, 1122-1146), and the
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turmoil caused by a coup staged by a group of military officers in 1170, In an attempt to
improve the situation, the Hwaeom School set up the monument to Monk Hyeono, who
was widely respected, at Seobongsa Temple in 1185, It is assumed that the monument
was erected in a fashion similar to that adopted for tombs of the members of the royal
family, eschewing flamboyance in consideration of the change in the way the royal
family viewed Buddhism and the ongoing adoption of Confucian styles and norms, The
temple was destroyed during the Mongol invasion but, following the ruler’s return to the
capital Gaegyeong (present-day Gaeseong), it was rebuilt as a temple of the Cheontae
Order under the power of the influential family that worked on its reconstruction, Even
in the new Joseon dynasty, which expressed its strong support for Confucianism, the
temple survived, As mentioned above, it was even as a Jaboksa(& %) during the
reign of King Taejong, As noted in the inscriptions on the roof tiles found at the site,
the temple was renovated again in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, The monument
was re-made after its destruction during the Mongol invasion, but the light of Buddhism

eventually disappeared,

[key words| Seobongsa (¥ <) Temple, Monk Hyeono, Goryeo, Hwaeom (Huayan)
School, Jaboksa(& &)
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