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ABSTRACT

The National Arts Exchange of
Baekje and Silla

Jin, Joung—hwan

This article has been examined aspects of exchange of art and culture
between Baekje and Silla through such metal crafts as excavations from
ancient tombs of two countries, making techniques of roof—tile and
wooden architecture, and some Buddhist artworks.

Through the records about the Three Kingdoms period, Baekje and
Silla art exchanges between Baekje and Silla since “Woongjin period
(475~538)" can be divided into 'aggressive alliance period', 'alliance lull
period' and 'hostile period’.

Firstly, the 'aggressive alliance period' is the period when Baekje and
Silla both actively cooperated against the assault of Goguryeo in from CE
450 to CE 500. The cases of showing the exchange of art between the
two countries at this time are gilt—bronze shoes excavated at Sikri—chong
tomb in Gyeongju, the capital of Silla, and silver belt ornament excavated
at Songsan—ri No. 4 tomb in Gongju, the capital of Baekje. The
gilt—bronze shoes of Sikri—chong tomb show the typical style of transition
period from ‘Hanseong period” to “Woongjin Period’. And the belt

ornament of Songsan—ri tomb also show the typical style of Silla. In this
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period, the two countries was an active ally, but it seems that cultural
exchanges were not so active except that the finished product was
nationally offered to opposite country.

Secondly, the 'alliance lull period' is from CE 500 until CE 554 when
King Seong—wang of Baekje died in the Battle of Gwansan—seong Castle.
Both countries were nominally allied at this time, but Silla seemed
passive in its alliance with Baekje. Nevertheless, in the international
relations of Liang(3%, China) — Baekje — Silla, arts and techniques like the
making technique of roof—tile of Baekje were passed on to Silla, while
the Buddhist statue’s style of South China had also influenced to Silla.

Thirdly, in the ‘hostile period’, direct interchange at the national level
was gradually cut, it shows a tendency to magnetize based on the motif
of the opposite nation’s culture and art, rather than the one—sided
influences of culture or art.

On the other hand, although the later Baekje (892~936) had an attitude
of positively accepting the culture of Unified Silla. But, as can see from
the Buddhist statue excavated in Hwangnyong—sa temple site and the
stone pagoda built on the Neumbibong peak at Mt. Namsan in Gyeongju,
the later Baekje tried to settle their art in Unified Silla for political
purposes.

It was usually a common perception that the Baekje s refined art
would have had a direct impact on Silla. However, through this article,
the exchange of art at the national level did not have much direct
influence, nor did the Baekje art influence Silla unilaterally. Rather, the
exchange of art between Baekje and Silla was closely related to the

political situation of the two countries at that time.
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Key Words : Baekje, Silla, exchange of art, gilt—bronze shoes, making technique of
roof—tile, Buddhist statue
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