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ABSTRACT

Restoration of the Figures of Buddha’s 16
Dependents in the Main Hall of the
Hwangryongsa

Lim, Young-ae

This paper has investigated who are the models of the 16 pedestal bases
left in the main hall of the Hwangryong Temple. As a result, it has been
concluded that the 10 pedestal bases on the right and left sides of the
Buddha’s triad are for figures of Buddhist disciples, the 4 bases in front of
the right and left walls for figures of Vajrapani and lions, and the 2 bases in
the anterior space for figures of Buddhist offerers. The same composition is
shown from the Buddhist stele in the area of Yeon-gi in the Unified Silla
Dynasty. Especially, the fact that the Buddhist steles made in 673 with
inscriptions of the year of the chicken in the Biam Temple, and the one in
the Yeonhwa Temple show figures of monks, Vajrapani, and Buddhist
offerers, and the other one made in 689 with inscriptions of the year of the
ox reveals figures of Buddhist disciples, Vajrapani, lions, and Buddhist offerers
together supports the current author’s conjecture.

There were no figures of the Four Heavenly Kings in Silla toward the time
when the figure of Buddha in the Main Hall of the Hwagryong Temple was

created in the late Gth century. However, as the figures of the Four Heavenly
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Kings became in vogue in the mid and late 7th century, the Temple of the
Four Heavenly Kings appeared in Gyeongju, and figures like the Four
Heavenly Kings on the Sari base in the Gameun Temple were produced.
With the figures of the Four Heavenly Kings in fashion, another instance of
such figures is added to the Seokgul Temple in the mid 8thcentury. Though
there have been addition and elimination of Buddha figures over times, the
common occurrences of various figures like those of Buddha, Bodhisattvas,
Buddhist disciples, the Four Heavenly Kings, Vajrapani, andthe Eight Kinds
of Divine Guardians were the result of the solemnity exerted by the diverse
figures in the mail hall of the Hwangryong Temple. The Buddhist sculpture
in the eatly days of Buddhism after it was introduced into Korea showed
Buddha’s single figures or Buddha’s triad. The Buddhist sculpture as it is in
the Hwangryong Temple has a special significance in that it was from the
main hall of the Hwangryong Temple that the simultaneous array and
unification of various figures of Buddhist sculpture including figures of

Vajrapani, lions, and Buddhist offerers as well as Buddha’s triad originated.

Key words: Hwangyongsa, Main Hall, Buddhist Disciple, Arhats, Ten Buddha s
Disciples, Vajrapani, Four Heavenly Kings, Lion, Buddhist Offerer
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