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ABSTRACT

Silla People’s Recognition of Western
Region People and Their Re-Creation as
Art Works

Lim, Young-ae

This article starts with the question whether the advent of people
necessarily leads to their ‘re-creation as art works.” Here, we can think about
the ‘re-creation as art works’ generally in two directions. In a first direction,
we can consider cases where changes were brought about in the existing art
as a result of ‘contact’ or ‘exchange’ with western region people, and in a
second direction, cases where arrived people’s, that is, western region people’s
unique face expressions are re-created as art works. First of all, it is difficult
to find outcomes from the United Silla in the former direction because art
works at that time were strongly influenced by Tang. Changes in Silla’s art
due to western region people were not easy as Tang’s art, the standard of
East Asian art, had been established firmly even though western region people
or western culture was introduced in Silla. As a result, introduction of
‘western elements’ through Tang was found, but there have been no art of
Silla that show direct ‘western influence’ from western region people.

The issue is with the latter cases, a representative of which has been stone

figures of attendants found from King Wonseong’s tomb. However, it is
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generally assumed that it is difficult to treat the figures as a re-creation of
western region people as art works, or furthermore, as evidence that proves
exchanges between Silla and the western region. This is because the figures’
face expressions are not greatly different from those of Tang’s Sogdian figures
or Vajrapani images in Buddhism, and we have no reason to assume that
western region people play the role of protecting a Silla king’s tomb. Though
western region people arrived at Silla in her united kingdom period, it would
not be easy to ‘re-create’their figures directly into art works. Things would
be different depending on whether their roles were officialor not, and on how
big their scales were. While it would be possible anyway to express their
figures in little clay images or to introduce Sogdian dancer in murals, cases
beyond such categories did not occur even in the Empire of Tang, which were
called an ‘open empire’as she was the most open-minded and flexible

country.

Key words : Tang, Sogdian, King Wonseong’s tomb, stone figure of king attendant,

western region, Unified Shilla, vajrapani
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