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| Abstract |
The 9% Century Buddhist Sculptures of ‘Disciples of
Shinrim Giili#;%)" in Bulguksa Temple

Lim, Young-ae *

At present Bulguksa temple does not have Buddhist sculptures that were at the
time of its foundation in 742, but there are two kinds of sculptures that are rare in
the Korean sculpture history. One is a bronze Buddha statue with a set of
‘Vairocana - Amitabha bronze Buddha statue” and the other is the “Vairocana Triad
of the lion/elephant pedestal’, ‘Vairocana - Amitabha bronze Buddha statue’ is a
masterpiece that is better than any other pieces in its imposing body, proportion,
and superior sculpture tactics. In addition, even though it was destroyed and only
the pedestal was left, but the “Vairocana Triad of the lion/elephant pedestal” is also
a valuable resource for the Silla 9th century Buddha statues study, which has a very
special significance, This study started from the curiosity of why these unique
combinations of rare Korean sculptures were enshrined here in this Bulguksa
temple,

Intriguingly, the features that are compressed in the o century Bulguksa temple
Buddhist sculpture, a combination of “Vairocana-Amitabha’, and the Vairocana
Triad of the lion/elephant pedestal are associated with Shinrim (ifiBf ?-?, active
8-9¢), a student of a student of Uisang (F&#ll). Because it seems common in the area
of temples associated with it. These two unique iconographies are found only in
Virosa temple (R E ) and Beopsusa temple (347K 3F) except for Bulguksa temple.
Virosa temple has a set of “Vairocana + Amitabha Buddha statue’, and in the
Beopsusa temple there was the Vairocana Triad of the elephant/lion pedestal. The
Virosa temple and the Beopsusa temple were located next to the Buseoksa temple
(F£5) and the Haeinsa temple (#F15F), which were the main points for lives of
Shinrim lineage monks,

At the time of construction in the 8" century, the influence of Uisang lineage (&

#1%) Hwaeom school, Pyohun (%) would play a great role, but the 9" century

* Professor, Gyeongju University
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Buddhist sculptures remaining in the Bulguksa temple are linked to Shinrim, which
succeeded to the reign of Uisang. Shinrim resided and lived in Bulguksa temple and
Buseoksa temple, and his direct student, Sun-eung (JIAf&) established the Haeinsa
temple. Unfortunately, there are no statues of the same iconography in Buseok
temple and Haeinsa temple, but it is highly likely that it was even formed in the
form of a picture, It is not a coincidence that this feature of the o" century Bulguksa
temple Buddha statues is found only in temples around Buseoksa temple and
Haeinsa temple, which were in the residential domain of ‘Shinrim and his
disciples’. The Buddhist sculptures in Bulguksa temple reveal that the influence of

Shinrim continued to the Bulguksa temple here at least until the o" century,

EEEY: 2019, 01, 04 / =EAAFEA: 2019, 01, 18 / AAEAL: 2019, 01, 18
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