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Abstract
The Stone Seated Buddha and Stone Mandorla at Mubongsa
Temple ($#JglZ) in Miryang, the Hub of Traffic

Lim, Young-ae*

The stone seated Buddha and the stone mandorla at Mubongsa Temple in Miryang are not
originally paired, but are now enshrined together at the Main hall of Mubongsa Temple. In both
works, there are no related literatures and no inscription, so there is much difficulty in
conducting research on them. Among them, the stone seated Buddha lost both pedestal and
mandorla, but if it was intact, the total height would have reached 230cm. We decided that a
statue of this size should be regarded as a Buddha statue which was enshrined in the main
building of Yeongnamsa Temple (3#535). Yeongnamsa Temple was closed at the end of Goryeo,
where Yeongnamnu Panilion (55 was built. In the early 20th century, the stone seated
Buddha and stone mandorla, which remained at the temple site of Yeongnamsa Temple, were
moved to the nearby Mubongam Hermitage (#%/E#). The Mubongam Hermitage ever came to
be called the Mubongsa Temple by raising its dignity. According to what is said at the temple,
after the closure of Yeongnamsa Temple, Mubongam Hermitage which was a subordinate
temple, was called the Mubongsa Temple by raising its dignity, but it was actually called
Mubongsa Temple since the 20th century. This is because the local maps of the late 19th
century still refer to it as “Mubongam Hermitage.” The stone seated Buddha and stone
Mandorla both assumed a sculpture made in the ninth century, considering its style.

The stone seated Buddha at Mubongsa Temple in Miryang lost Mandorla and pedestal,
leaving only the Buddha body, and the stone Mandorla also lost the Main Buddha statue and
only Mandorla remained, but both works are excellent works from the late unified Shilla period.
In particular, the stone seated Buddha is a Buddha statue in the same line as the seated stone
Buddha statue at Yongseondae Cliff (Efta) of Gwallyongsa Temple (igE=» in Changnyeong (&

%) nearby Miryang, indicating that it was the same jurisdiction area as Changnyeong. Miryang

* Dongguk University Graduate School of Seoul Campus, Professor
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was a place where people and goods gathered due to the development of the transportation
network through the Nakdonggang river waterway. Most of them are gone now, leaving only
the temple site to tell the old movies, but Miryang has the conditions to develop Buddhist
culture with abundant resources, and one of the most recognizable artifacts is the stone seated

Buddha and stone Mandorla at Mubongsa Temple.
Keyword © Miryang, Yeongnamsa Temple, Yeongnamnu Panilion, Mubongam Hermitage, Mubongsa

Temple, Stone Seated Buddha, Stone Mandorla, Stone Seated Bhaisajyaguru Buddha,
Changnyeong, Gwallyongsa Temple, Yongseondae Cliff
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