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Trends in Buddhism and Buddhist Policy
during the Silla Era

Sin, Sun-hye

Buddhism underwent three major shifts during the Silla era. First, the
fact that the Taesdsong(kEH) and Sosdscng(/NE#A) were established
during the 11th year of King Chinhing(550) and that the Chinese
influenced Sitnggwan(f&E) system composed of yuna(HE#B) governed
under the Kuktong(E#5) was formed the year after, leads to the
conclusion that the functions of the Stinggwan system were not yet in
operation during the reign of King Chinhiing. As such, we can see that
the Siinggwan system was originally established as a mechanism
through which to give preferential treatment to monks, and as the
foundation for the promotion of Buddhism.

Silla Buddhism continued to expand until the reign of King
Chinpyong. In this regard, while the Taedosd(KiEE) was established
during the reign of King Chinpyong, there is a need to focus on the
activities of Monk Wongwang during this period. As Wongwang
appears to have been the one who conveyed information regarding
Buddhist policies such as Yang(i®) dynasty's Kasiing(#%f8) to King
Chinpyong, who intended to harness Buddhist power to create a ruling
system centering on the royal family, we can imagine that Kasiing also
existed in Silla. Consequently, Wéngwang was included in the category
of monks who had their own Kasiing, and as the driving force, along
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with the king, behind the establishment of the government organization
known as the Taedoso to control the Kasting.

During the reigns of Queen Sonddk and Chindok, Silla Buddhism
expanded in ways which were different from the growth that had taken
place during the reign of King Chinpyong. This assertion is supported
by the fact that monks and aristocratssupplanted the royal family as
the main actors in establishing Buddhist policy. The responsibility for
Buddhist politics was thus entrusted to the monk Cha Jang. This
move had its origins in the desire to ensure that Buddhism-related
matters were autonomously controlled by Buddhists, rather than the
king. Cha Jang subsequently introduced the establishment of a
Wongwan( 8%) policy-increasing the number of Stinggwan-as a tool
to manage Buddhist policy. This approach was similar to the Tang
(7&) dynasty's Kangtong{#i%%), and Japan's Sipsa(+HF). As such,
although short-lived, Cha Jang's efforts represented an effort to
establish the Wongwan, which was an institution designed to actualize
autonomy of the Stingdan({8[&, Samgha), as a tool with which to
reorganize this Stimgdan and to enlighten monks by recruiting
prestigious and well-respected monks to fill important positions within
the new body. As a result of his efforts, Buddhism began to be
managed based on an autonomous system that fostered the increase of
abbot administrators during the latter period of Silla era.

Key Words : Stinggwan, Wongwang, Cha Jang. Buddhist Policy, Taedosd, the Silla Era

AEBAARE2 | IP:210.178.101.##* | Accessed 2020/03/19 14:39(KST)



	新羅 中古期 불교계의 동향과 僧政
	〈국문 초록〉
	1. 머리말
	2. 眞興王代 僧官의 설치
	3. 眞平王代 大道署의 등장과 그 기능
	4. 善德王ㆍ眞德王代 불교계와 員管
	5. 맺음말
	참고문헌


