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Abstract

The Background and significance of announcing prohibition of killing

during the King Sungdeok regime of Silla

Sin, Sun—Hye

The two rounds of announcing a prohibition of killing during King Beopheung
and King Sungdeok of Silla should have been analyzed in terms of Buddhist histo-
ry, however the significance of King Sungdeok regime has had unclear meanings.
Therefore, in this article, in order to apprehend aspects of Buddhism in King
Sungdeok regime, Odae mountain historical records (&1 15 5) along with
Samkukyusa(=[i&5) have been identified to be showing King Sungdeok had be-
lieved in Buddhism before his accession, Before his ascetic life in Odae Mountain,
it could be told that he had been influenced by Hwaom (#%) religion that was pop-
ular in Myongju(/E}H) area and converted to Buddhism for this,

His belief in Buddhism had been continued after his accession, and in "S5
4 M[EKECy which was written during Hwangbok—sa sarira enrichment it can be
found out that he had emphasized religious precepts according to Hwaom. Also,
through the fact that Kim Soon—won was involved in the Buddhist history, it can
be told that countrymen involved in king’s accession also agreed to King Sungdeok’
s Buddhist belief.

Along with this, King Sungdeok regime was the point where the interaction
with Tang dynasty(#) restarted, and it is assumed that information of Tang dynasty’
s Buddhism was delievered to King Sundeok when Golden Light Sutra((#Fi%)
was delivered to the kingdom in his third year of regime(704), Golden Light
Sutra(fEEAS) is a newly translated version of Golden Light Sutra(£¢HHE) by
Eui—Jung (35, and the fact that newly translated version came in to Silla dynasty
when the old version of Golden Light Sutra(4ERHRK) already existed can be seen
as King Sungdeok was also interested in translator along with its content.

Furthermore, along the fact that Eui—jung (5" was a monk who emphasized
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religious precepts, Buddhist belief of Ze Tian Wu Hou(HI’)Kik5) who respected
him also delivered to King Sungdeok, and also King Sungdeok himself showed he
will also emphasize religious precepts through announcing prohibition of killing for
a smooth international relationship with Tang dynasty.

Meanwhile, along with this foreign significance, it can be analyzed that King
Sungdeok announced his emphasis on religious precepts to Silla Buddhism which
was rather tolerant of killing in a background where decomposition of Buddhism or
warfare was rampant,

This might have affected King Sungdeok’s chance to make an avowal that Silla
will set Buddhism as a means to rule the nation as a king who had converted to

Buddhism before his accession,

Key words : Announcing prohibition of killing(#%42£1k), King Sungdeok(E2{EF),
Odae mountain faith(FZZ1L1510), Golden light sutra(£Y¢BA#E), Religious
precepts(#f#), Eui—jung(Z%), Five precepts(T)
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