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The Meaning and Stature of "Ani(Fi[Jg)" in
Silla Dynasty

Sin, Sun-Hye

The two similarities of the pieces of epitaph, which is founded in
Jumisaji(FtEFE)" at Gongju, and the inscription, which is about
the construction of rock cliff of Buddha in Gyeongju's Seondo
mountain, is that they both contain information about ‘Ani(F7/g)’.
While there were some interest in the true nature of "Ani’ and
‘Doyoonarang (M) during the early research period of
‘Seunggwanjae(fE )", there hasn't been a professional research on
‘Ani’ not only because of the minimal amount of the word’s
appearance, but also because the word ‘Ani’ has been fixed as a
noun referring to women who are getting married.

This essay has begun with two doubts. The first is if "Ani’ and
‘bhikehuni(FfE)" is set as identical concept, then why isn't the
term ‘bhikehuni' used even though there were a classification of
married women such as ‘bhikkhu(}tf)" and "Sami(759#)" before the
establishment of ‘Doyoonarang’. The second is if we can view the
‘priest-like’ characters that have names with ‘ar’ as identical to the
women's stature of "Ani’, then can we view the characters called as
‘Ani’ during the Unified Silla period as having identical ‘priest-like’
characteristics.

For the discussion, we have reviewed the record of ‘Doyoonarang
Ani’ in the Jikguani(BEE) of "Samguk Sagi(=Bs5t)". The
interesting point with Silla is that although it received significant

AEB AR | IP:210.178.101.%+* | Accessed 2020/03/19 14:36(KST)



28 MBS, A|733(201849 119)

influence from China’s Buddhism, it did not use Chinese priesthood
terms like ‘Niseungjung(JEf1E)" or ‘Nidoyoona (JEAREHR)" as used in
China, but rather used the term ‘rang(#®)’ for female priesthood.
Furthermore after reviewing the term ‘rang’ used in Silla society, it
has been found that the term was used for women in the royal
family and for women who are married. Therefore, unlike China's
priesthood, ‘Doyoonarang’ was the representative of the spread of
Buddhism, activities such as Buddhist events(f#%), and as women
from the royal family was appointed in this position, the position
was given the meaning of rang’. It could also be seen that the term
‘Ani’ is referring to characters that have official duties like ‘Beopsa
(F:fif)" from the descriptions in ‘Doyoona Hyejang Ani(HHEH Zim
FIfE)" from ‘Musul Ohjakbi([%E6fERE)" and the way its termed in
‘Samguk Sagi'.

Just like how ‘Beopsa” was insightful in Buddhism and led people
to enlightenment as the expert of evangelism, the official duties of
‘Ani’ were termed for characters of similar position. Just as ‘Beopsa’
had both married or remarried person, ‘Ani’ has been found that it
refers to married female who had a special position that is not equal
to that of ‘bhikehuni’.

Key Words : Ani, Doyoonarang, bhikehuni, Beopsa, Jumisaji, Seondo mountain, Musul
Ohjakbi
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