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(ABSTRACT>

The Establishment of Hwangnyongsa Temple and
Intention Thereof

Ju, Bo-Don

This paper deals with the background of the establishment of
Hwangnyongsa temple in the 14th year of the reign of King
Jinheung (554 AD) from the viewpoint of political and social
history. Hwangryongsa temple was the most central temple during
the middle ancient period called the Buddhist royal name era. This
is clearly supported by the fact that Hwangnyongsa temple
possesses Nine-story Wooden Pagoda and Sixteen Feet Bronze
Buddha that are two of the Three Treasures of Silla which are
recognized as treasures of patriotic character.

Hwangnyongsa temple was a core temple that served as a means
to raise the status of the king and to defend the nation through
Buddhism at least in the middle ancient period when Buddhism
became a dominant ideology. Thus, Hwangryongsa temple itself is
an indispensable object in further enhancing the understanding of
the history of Silla in the middle ancient period. That is the reason
why there have been many papers on Hwangnyongsa temple so far.
However, they have mainly focused on the function or personality of
Hwangnyongsa temple but mostly neglected the background of its
establishment.
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Considering such a problem, this paper dealt with the process and
background of the establishment of Hwangnyongsa temple as a
major object. In particular, Hwangnyongsa temple site was selected
as a site for the imperial palace to move from where was nearby
Wolsong, not a site to establish a temple. However, in the middle of
planning the construction, that plan suddenly changed and this
paper paid special attention to such facts. It was attempted to
reveal the reality in detail under the assumption of certain political
and social reality and a new ideological background had worked on
them.

Key words : Hwangnyongsa temple, King Jinheung, Nine-story Wooden
Pagoda, Sixteen Feet Bronze Buddha, The imperial palace,
Wolsong, Patriotic, Buddhist royal name era
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