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Abstract

Geochilbu’s life as a monk and his public activites as an official

Ju, Bo—don

A representative person, who was the most remarkably active during King Jin-
heung in the Shilla Dynasty, can be Geochilbu(fFLE5), Nonetheless, there was no
historic document that addressed him in full scale seems to be quite unusual. This
study intended to approach facts by examining his activities in association with his
leaving home to become a Buddhist monk.

Geochilbu’s family had special relation with Buddhism a long time before Bud-
dhism was recognized as the national religion, He had a unique experience of tak-
ing a path as a monk, before becoming a government official. His family atmo-
sphere strongly affected the background that he left home to be a Buddhist monk
at young age. The experiences those days, freely making a trip across the nation
and wandering around were reflected to his policy, when he became a government
official, Especially, fateful encounter with Koguryo Buddhist priest, Hyeryang(
3%), hugely affected Geochilbu to put those experiences into practice, As King Jin-
heung started direct rule in 551 using era name, Gaeguk (%), embraced Hyeryang
as Guktong (top place in the Buddhist monastic order), policies in harmony with
such an appointment seemed to be implemented in full scale. During the rein of
King Jinheung, Buddhism was just recognized as the national religion, and its ba-
sis was not properly laid. For this reason, King Jinheung tried to overcome such a
weakness by actively accepting Koguryo's exile monk, Hyeryang's assertions, A
typical patriotic temple, Hwangryongsa Temple, is conjectured to be founded by
accepting Hyeryang's proposal, In this way, Buddhism began to build Buddhism
style king’s order era in name and reality through close adherence between Bud-
dhism with politics, King Jinheung called himself Shilla’'s Chakravatin, The most
plausible theoretic basis of such thought seemed to come from Hyeryang,

As Geochilbu solidified his footing as a government official, and carried out
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core aid role of King Jinheung, he appeared to propose the foundation of Hwarang
(Shilla chivalry) system, The main content of Hwarangdo (the code of Shilla chiv-
alry) education appears to be derived from Geochilbu's growth process and the ex-
pedience of his leaving home to be a Buddhist monk. Likewise, Geochilbu laid the
foundation for Shilla’s unification of three kingdoms by building up many achieve-
ments through out King Jinheung’s period at the backdrop of his experience of

leaving home to be a Buddhist monk at early age.

Key words : Geochilbu, King Jinheung, Leaving home to become a Buddhist monk,
Hwarangdo, Haeryang, Hwangryongsa Temple, Patriotic temple
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