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ABSTRACT

The Silla Unified War & the Japanese
Interaction

Seo, Young-kyo

The Baekje and Goguryeo kingdoms joined forces against the Silla and
went on the offensive, taking Taeya-song (modern Hapchon) in 642 and
around 40 border fortresses. The following year Baekje captured
Tanghang-song, which was a vital Silla link with China. The Silla, though,
now had concrete support from the Chinese Tang dynasty who saw an
opportunity to advance their interests in Korea and conquer the weakened
Backje and Goguryeo kingdoms. Baekje failed to tempt aid from Japan and
could not prevent the fall of Sabi when the kingdom was attacked by land
and sea in 660. A Silla army of 50,000 led by the general Kim Yushin and
a naval force of 130,000 men sent by the Tang emperor Gaozong proved
more than enough to crush the Baekje army. Uija (r. 641-660), who turned
out to be the last Baekje king, was taken prisoner and shipped off to China
along with 12,000 of his compatriots.

There was brief hope of a revival when rebel forces finally persuaded the
Yamato of Japan to intervene with army. Over the next few years rebel
Baekje forces did harass cities and even laid siege to Sabi and Ungjin but

they were beset with leadership in-fighting and were finally crushed in 663.
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The Japanese came to the aid of the suffering Paekche, who were being
attacked by both Silla and Tang Dynasty China. Spanning from 660 to 663,
with the final, devastating naval defeat occuring in 663, the Battle of
Paekchon River marked the ending of Japanese interaction in Korea. The Silla
eventually took over the entire peninsula and became known as the Unified

Silla Kingdom

Key words : Kim Choon—choo, Nakano—Oue, Nakatommo—Kamatari, Takamukono—
kuromaro, Ikimurajino—Hakadoku, Saimei Ten—nou, General
Su—Tingfang, Paekchon River, South Sea coast of the Baekje

=R 2519 2016, 11, 14, AAF 954 2016, 12. 2. AlA FA4Y : 2016. 12. 3.
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