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<Abstracts>

A Study of Uisangjeon in Uljin Bulyeongsa Temple

Shon, Sin-Young

In the traditional Korean temples, the place to honor the founder is rare. It is said that most
of the traditional temples were established by the great Buddhist monk Uisang or Wonhyo, but
the names of the buildings were rarely named after the monks’. In terms of that, Bulyeongsa
Uisangjeon in Uljin is unique. Through the Sangryangmun which was found during the
dismantling in 2001, it is known that Bulyeongsa Uisangjeon was founded in 1867 as
Won-dang of Queen Inhyun. However, there is no definite explanation as to why Won-dang of
Queen Inhyun who had lived in the latter half of the 17th century was built in the middle of the
19th century, and why Won-dang of Queen Inhyun was replaced with Uisangjeon. It is because
there was a lack of data on Uisangjeon and since the mid-19th century Buddhist architecture
including Uisangjeon has not been reconsidered.

The reason why Uisangjeon was built in Bulyeongsa Temple is that Great Buddhist Monk
Uisang was regarded as a sacred being such as a Buddha. It is unclear when Great Buddhist
Monk Uisang was celebrated in Uisangjeon, but it was inferred that it was first established in
1616 by the donator, Ki-Ja-heon in the late of the Joseon Dynasty. Although Uisangjeon was
rebuilt, repaired over and over, only the site of the building was left in 1810, when it was
rebuilt. Unfortunately it does not exist today. As such, the history of Uisangjeon is uncertain,
but it is meaningful in that it has been in a position to celebrate the founder of the temple,
which can hardly be seen in Korean temples, and has existed for four hundred years until
today.

The existing Uisangjeon was established in 1867 as the Won-dang of Queen Inhyun to
honor, but it has already lost its function before 1906, and after that it has functioned as a
Josajeon. It is believed that it was named as Uisangjeon following the tradition of Bulyeongsa
Temple in the twentieth century. It was originally built to honor the royal family in the 19th
century but it does not have the aspect of architectural style as Won-dang of Royal Families.
However, it evidently has the characteristics of the 19th-century Buddhist architecture.
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Furthermore, the names of architecture craftsmenand the time of its construction are clearly
identified, which is valuable because it can be used as a standard of architecture in the

mid-19th century.

e Keywords
Bulyeongsa Temple, Great Buddhist Monk Uisang, Uisangjeon, Josajeon, Won-dang of
Queen Inhyun, Ki-Ja-heon, Won-dang of Royal Families
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