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[Abstract]
What is the ‘Enlightemment in itself’(A%#)? *

Park, Tae-Won (Ulsan Univ.) **

‘Enlightenment in itself’(A%#) is the ultimate concept of the philosophy of Mahayana
Buddhism and Won-Hyo(JClB%). There are two-way of thinking to understand
‘Enlightenment in itself’(45%#). One is the metaphysical way of thinking, the orther is the
empirical way of thinking. The metaphysical way of thinking asserts that there exists an
unchanging perfect substance corresponding to ‘Enlightenment in itself’(44%) in Human or
behind Existence. While on the other side, the empirical way of thinking asserts that the
horizon of reality corresponding to ‘Enlightenment in itself’(4<%) has not yet experienced,
thus not yet existed to human, and asserts that it would be experienced and existed by the
capability which would be secured hereafter.

To the metaphysical way of thinking, ‘Enlightenment in itself’(/A’&) is screened by
language and thoughts, therefore if we transcend language and remove the vail of thoughts,
‘Enlightenment in itself’(4%) could be presented brightly. But to the empirical way of
thinking, ‘Enlightenment in itself’(4<%%) could be experienced and presented by way of
improvement of mind/cognitive capability, and the improvement of mind/cognitive
capability can be accomplished by improvement of language/thought capability.

Key Words : ‘Enlightenment in itsel(4<%), metaphysical way of thinking,
empirical way of thinking, language, thought
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