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[Abstract]

The Historical Truth of the Seodong Story

Kim, Ki-heung
(Konkuk Univ.,)

The Seodong story described in Samguk Yusa tells us a tale of the 30th
king of Baekje, King Mu, The story is essentially a combination of three
individual stories, have previously been separated, yet later merged,

In the early 7th century, the people who were living in Baekje's
Geum'majeo region seem to have inserted Baekje's neighboring country
Shilla into a folklore story of princess Seonhwa, They must have done
so in order to make the story more dramatic and realistic. Shilla's king
Jinpyeong is described as the father of the princess,

Seodong, husband of princess Seonhwa, would have been a poor per-
son in the original folklore version, yet the character was turned into a
persont who in the end even ascended to the throne of Baekje, And it
was because, after all, he was portrayed as the son-in-law of the Shilla
king. Such changes to the story were done to raise the drama level of
the overall story, and it led to a format change from the original narrative
structure, But most of all, such changes represented the people's strong
hope to end the war and finally invite peace. The idea that the royal fam-
ilies of both Baekje and Shilla, between which a hostile relationship con-
tinued for a long time, formed a matrimonial relationship and achieved

peace with each other, must have come from the people of the region of
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Geum'majeo, which was a vital traffic and defense point connecting
Baekje and Shilla. They would have been occasionally getting wind of
certain Shilla-related events, and used their imagination to concoct a story
of reconciliation and peace, The birth tale of Baekje king's Mu, which
would have been a separate story in the past, must have been added to
the story as a result,

King Mu wanted to establish Geum'majeo as yet another capital for
the dynasty, So he constructed a palace and also the magnificent Mi'reuk-
satemple, Yet two decades later, Baekje collapsed in 660, and this region
became part of Shilla's territory. Also, the Goguryeo refugees who sur-
rendered to Shilla moved over to this region and founded a country
named Bodeok-guk in 670, The Baekje refugees of this region had to
forfeit their sovereignty once again, And the fact that Bodeok-guk was
forcibly dismantled by the Shilla authorities in 684 did not help them ei-
ther. The Baekje refugees of this Geum'majeo region went through a lot
in a considerably short period of time, and it was only natural for them
to look back their own past, their own history and identity.

They began to examine the stories that were directly about their home
region, and they would have decided to spread such stories with dramatic
flavors which would facilitate such spreading of stories. So the marriage
story between Seodong and princess Seonhwa, and the legend of
Mi'reuk-sa temple's construction, were merged with each other,

It seems that the Baekje refugees of Geum'majeo built the overall story
structure and shared and transmitted it together, but it also looks like the
Shilla people during the Unified Shilla period provided a little editing and

correction to the material as well, The lines were slightly modified, and
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Goryeo's I'veon, head editor and author of Samguk Yusa, would have
added some things as well.

As we can see, the Seodong story inside Samguk Yusa was a combi-
nation of a fictional story fondly recited by people, with real life ele-
ments(Shilla king Jinpyeong). As a result, the internal structure of the
story changed, and the line between fiction and facts became difficult to
ascertain, And in the Unified Shilla period, the legend of the Mi'reuk-sa
temple was added to the tale of Seodong and princess Seonhwa's mar-
riage, Folklores and legends are different in nature, and the level of pre-
sented factual details are different as well, so determining which part is
based upon fact and which part is not is an extremely difficult task. In
the meantime, we shall all refrain from resorting to a tendency consider-

ing contents of a myth or tale, as things that really happened,
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