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Abstract

A New Search for Gojoseon’s Foreign Relations

. focused on the tribute—investiture system

Park, Jun—Hyoung

This paper is to scrutinize critically Chinese primary sources on Gojoseon con-
cluding that Gojoseon and early states in China proper, whose relation has been re-
ferred to as “tribute—investiture system,” were in equal status in fact,

Early Chinese states recorded their relation with neighboring peoples in terms
of “tribute—investiture system,” It is, however, mere a rhetoric employed to the re-
lation; it was not a word of hierarchy in ancient East Asia. Rulers of Gojoseonn, as
one of Northern Marquesses At/ maintained a titular “tribute—investiture sys-
tem,” vis—a—vis the Zhous dynasty, Even though Duke Huan of Qi saw the relation
between Qi state and Gojoseon in terms of tribute—investiture relation, Gojoseon,
however, kept on an equal footing with Qi state, Gojoseon’s antagonism against
Yan state and its ensuing self—promulgation as a kingdom in the late fourth century
BCE were made possible by the fact that the ruler of Gojoseon had been regarded
to be entitled a (northern) marquess since the Spring and Autumn period, In this
context, it is plausible that Marquess of Han, who ruled Chu[Ye] i&[35%] and Mek 3,
was related with Marquess of Joseon, who politically grew up among Ye and Mek

society and becmae one of Northern Marquesses JL/H{,

Key words : Gojoseon, tribute-investiture system, Marquess of Joseon, Northern
Marquess, self-promulgation as king
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