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1) Roger Fowler ed. A Dictionary of Modern Critical Terms, R.K.P.(London), 1873. p.186.
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A Study of the Pre-modern Poetic Styles in Korean Literature

Nam-Chu Kang

Summary

The postic styles just before the emergency of the modern poetry are found in the
enlightened Zase(#fH), the chang-ga (B, and the shinche-si I ED. Poems of these
styles were formulated as a result of their own stylistic formulation and the Western 3
influencs whoses presence was increasingly felt around the time. In the case of the shin-
che-si, almost all of its poets were educated in Japan, where they were directly influenced
by the Western-style poems widely circulating then. The shinche-si, however, was quite
different from the free verse in form as well as in mind; its poetic devices had yet to be

evolved the modern poetry.

It should nevertheless be admitted that the pre~-modern poems, already showing radical
features in thzir poetic mode owing to the Western influence, served as a foundation for
the formation of the modern postry. Insufficient as it seemed to us now, these poems
made use of printing media to a greater extent. This fact is significant because the
printing enabled the poets to modify their poems and assume a great significant role in

transforming the existing poetic styles.

In brief, the enlightened kasa, the chang-ga, and the shinche-si emerged just before
the modern period of the Korean poetry when printing was being adopted in place of
the transcription practice, and by making use of printing media in their formulation of

poetic styles, they greatly accelerated the development of the modern poetry.
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