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SONG-GANG (#84T)’s NATURE-VIEW
REVEALED IN *’KWAN-DONG-BYUL-GOK

(B3 70 i )

CHUNG DAE LIM

Song-gang’s view on literature was one of doctrines-supremacy (#j3i) that had been
prevailing among the gentry.

‘Kwan-dong-byul-gok’, based on the idea that a composition contains doctrines (5 43H8),
manifests the moral senses of loyalty, filial piety, and fidelity, and proclaims the ideal that manners
and castoms of people would be purified by politics and education ({LITIH#Y). Though the
beauty of the country is glorified, it is subjectively idealized for doctrines-supremacy. '

By studying and synthesizing his poetical spirit and its relationship with nature, I classified the
features of nature-view as follows: contemplation, assimilation, sympathy, conflict.

Song-gang expressed the nature as vivid as living and breathing by the appropriate metaphors and
elaborate dictions, which is the feature of contemplation that is revealed throughout.

It is with the intention to assimilate with nature that Song-gang writes the contemplation. But
the intention is not concretized, but the mood of longing for nature is aroused. He could not express
figuratively the mystery and life of nature by sympathy, but remain in the domain of empathy. And
he couldn’t lead a peaceful living in a natural world. In conflicting between nature and life, he chose
the latter. So his feature of conflict resulted in choosing the realization of doctrines in life.

So Song-gang’s nature-view is characterized not as a assimilation. but as a contemplation, a
sympathy and a conflict. Especially the feature of conflict is essential in relation with his literature-view.



