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On the Form of Korean Classical Criticism about the

Poetry Written in Chinese Character
Lee, Kyu Ilo

{Abstract)

This study aimed at grasping the aspects of the development and succession of
Korean classical criticism by investigating its form mainly.

The essentials of this study are as follows:

First, in process of examining the critical outlook, the fact that the contempo-
rary critics thought it more difficult than to write poems to estimate and select
them is revealed. And they didn’t only follow the Chinese critical theories and
methods. Therefore in using 'Shi-poom’ (35f) which means not only the poetic style
and nature but also the mode of poetic criticism, the critics didn’t dovote temselves
to ‘following’ (4%#) method, but groped for a new method, ‘self-acquirement’
(B,

Second, Shi-poom’s form uses the three Element(=#) of Chiness poetry, or Fu
(&), Pi(t) and Hsing(H), which are the ways of expression, and borrow the two
main ways of composing poetry, or ‘arrangement’ (k) and ‘description’ ()
which Shin Kyeong Joon(ii5%J8) told in his collection of works. Of the Shi-poom’s,
the ‘two-letter’ form like ‘the elegant and graceful’(;;&},f.{ﬁ), the fresh and extraor-
dinary’(%}f%.\}) etc., leads main current; with it, the ‘eight-letter’ form like ‘clean
water and a lotus seem to be natural, even if they have no affectation’(?i,:ﬁk%%,
3{%%&’1‘;) is used by degrees. The former is thought to be a narrative form based
on ‘I, ‘arrangement’, the latter a figurative form based on ‘Pi’, ‘Hsing’, and ‘des-
cription’. Accordingly, the reason why the way of description became popular up
to the middle age of Li Dynasty(Z#]) when the movement of returning to the
prosperous T ‘ang’s style(% &) was at high tide, can be found easily. The literary
men in T ‘ang Dynasty were willing to describe the scenery of Nature,

Third, use of Shi-Poom is not limited to poetry written in Chinese character. It
is also applied to the short poem, or ‘Ka-gok-chang (#kiE=#s37) which is inten-
ded to be sung and to the particular critical style which criticizes poetry by poe-



ViFERTS) MRl Helol (FEER) 19

try, tried by Shin Wi(Es£).
In short, the literary historical significance which the study on the form of
Korean classical criticism can have, may be said as follow: it can broaden the

width of Korean classic critical literature.



