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A comparative study of Yzuoksa’s poems

and Hwarangdo’s Hyanggas

Shin, Jae-hong

Yiyooksa's poems have forms which are very refined and themes of
constancy. The forms of Yiyooksa's poems have been considered with
influence of Chinese poetry. But it is more useful to compare those to
Hyanggas on the same linguistic basis of Korean poetry. Through comparing
Yiyooksa's poems to Hyangga in the forms and themes we can find some
features of Korean lyrics.

Yiyooksa composed Chinese poems and Shijos for himself. And passages
which show the poet's concerns of Korean traditional poetry are found in his
poems and proses. With this we know that the poet have wide concerns for
various genres of Korean poetry. Therefore the viewpoint of influence of
Chinese poetry could not be enough to understand forms and themes of
Yiyooksa's poems.

The forms of three, five, six stanzas and two, three lines are mainstreams
in Yiyooksa's poems. The poems of five stanzas with each two lines are
constructed by three paragraphs. This form could be compared with that of
Hyangga which is set by three paragraphs with each two or four lines. The
meaning structure of ten lines Hyangga which the second paragraph(from
fifth to eighth line) is developed on the basis of the first paragraph(from
first to fourth line) and the third paragraph(ninth and tenth line) is jumped
or changed is different from that of Chinese poetry constructed by four
paragraphs. And Yiyooksa's poems of four stanzas with each two lines could
be compared with eight lines Hyangga. The two poetic forms have common
features which could be analyzed by three paragraphs in spite of outward
appearance of four paragraphs.

In addition, theme of constancy in Yiyooksa's poems could be compared
with that of Hyangga. The constant attitude for independence of his own
fatherland is connected to the medieval poet’s loyalty for his own king. This
theme could be found in Shijos which are prevailed on the period of Choseon
dynasty, but we can go back to Hyangga of Shilla dynasty,

So we compared Yiyooksa's poems to Hyanggas of Hwarangdo that is a
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group of the noble young men of Shilla dynasty. The peak, one of Yiyooksa's
poems, is appeared to be constructed by four paragraphs, but could be
analyzed by three paragraphs. This meaning structure have similarities
with eight lines Hyangga. The plain, another Yiyooksa's poem, has common
structure with ten lines Hyangga in the three paragraphs meaning
structure. But it shows some differences in the number of lines and the
function of stanzas.

Themes of The peak and The plain are converged on taking historical
prospect after overcoming severe situations of the days. Compared with this,
Mojukjirangga, one of eight lines Hyanggas, shows theme of subordinate’s
loyalty to his chief, and Changiparangga, a ten lines Hyangga, expresses
theme of pursuit of sublime ideas. Yiyooksa's poems and Hwarangdo's
Hyanggas have common attitudes of constancy for dream of life.

Like this, refined forms and themes of constancy of Yiyooksa's poems
could be compared with Hwarangdo's Hyanggas. With this comparing some
persistent features of Korean lyrics would be revealed.

unit of two lines, three paragraphs meaning structure, theme of constancy,
Yiyooksa's poem, Hwarangao's Hyangga
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