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Abstract

A Trend of Shilla Buddhism in the Era of Transformation from
Sui to Tang Dynasty

Kim, Bok-soon

The main purpose of this study is to illustrate that the Shilla buddhist
monks who studied in Sui established the base of Shilla buddhism. Many of the
Shilla buddhist monks went to Chin, Sui, and Tang for their studies from the
end of the 6th century to the beginning of the 7th century. This reflected that
Shilla was more active in accepting the new trend of thought than Baeckje and
Koguryeo. Thus, the activities of the monks returned to Shilla contributed to the
settlement of buddhism as a social thought in Shilla. Despite this fact, the
studies about the role of the Shilla monks who studied in foreign countries and
the evaluation of their activities, like the evaluation of Anharm, had some
problems derived from the confusion of historical documents and the
confounded folk tales.

In order to solve these problems, we need to concentrate our attention on
the foreign relations of Shilla because the monks studied in foreign countries.
Shilla under the king of Jinpyung from the 6th century to the 7th century
experienced the frequent political changes resulted from the transformation from
Chin to Sui and from Sui to Tang. Moreover, the great changes from alliance
to war and from war to re-alliance between Shilla and Tang had appeared since
the transformation. In short, these frequent political changes could bring about
the problems above mentioned.

Accordingly, this study analyzed the activities of the Shilla monks who
studied in foreign countries and the characters of Shilla buddhism during the
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6th and the 7th century, in terms of the movement of buddhist society in Shilla
by the change from alliance to war between Shilla and Tang. When Shilla was
the under the war against Tang, unlike when it had the good relations with Sui
and Tang, the buddhist intellectuals including Myungrang and Wonhyo, who
succeeded to Wonkwang, Anharm, and Jajang, agreed to secure the right of
independence for Shilla. However, when Shilla reopened the friendly relationships
with Tang, the evaluation of the buddhist monks who studied in Sui was
problematic. In addition, some problems derived from the foretelling books by
Anharm and the confusion of historical documents by the author of Samguksaki
and Choi Chiwon began to appear.

However, we can find the independent spirit of Shilla buddhist monks in
their activities even under the frequent political changes, such as the
transformation from Sui to Tang, the alliance and war between Shilla and Tang,
and the reopening of friendly relationships between Shilla and Tang. In sum,
they sustained the axis of the thought to protect Shilla.

Key Words : The transformation from Sui to Tang, The monks who studied in
Sui, Buddhist society in Shilla and the change from alliance to
war between Shilla and Tang, Evaluation of Anharm and the
reopening of friendly relationships between Shilla and Tang,
Confusion of historical documents
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