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Ecological-Aesthetic in Korean Traditional Architecture and Its
Contemporary Acculturation

Lhee, Joong woo(Keimyung University)

What is Ecological-Aesthetics?

It is a compound word of biological Haengtae-hak (17/%2) and philosophical aesthetics.
It refers to a study which pursues beautiful phenomena or transcendent values in the
process of evolution and creation of a life through interaction with and inter-dependence
on surroundings, that is, a variety of organisms and inorganisms.

In traditional architecture, the ecological approach considers a building to be a
living organism. At the core of this idea lays Saenggi-ron (4 %), a theory which
interprets nature and human nature interrelating to gi (3&; material force). The
fundamental interpretation of gi (%) is based on the theory of eumyang (F&l%; yin and
vang) and ohaeng (7.1T; five elements). Chinese geomantic theory is systematized in an
academic and scientific way according to the theory of yin and yang and the five
elements (eumyang-ohaeng-seol) and has persisted until now.

When the Sun rises a day begins, and after sunset comes a night, and that is where eum
and yang cross. Likewise, according to the amount of sunlight, a hill is divided into a shaded
area and a sunny area. Because of their interrelationship eum appears simultaneously with yang.
Meanwhile, it is clear that there is one place, a hill, which demonstrates eum and yang
regardless of the division between shadow and sunshine.

The traditional notion of a space relates to a form of human life which resulted from
whole-interactiveness of subjective consciousness and morphological space. According to this
notion, life elements have coined meanings, consisting of archeological spaces, and then
changed forms of human life according to time.

In human life, it is desire that causes actions and is the driving force behind them. A
human action, however, is not only decided by desires, but also needs to have external
environmental conditions to be actualized. For an example, a living being is a form of action
combined with whole-interactive work between humans and their environment, that is, for a

man to make a living, the subject is consciousness, and the expression of consciousness is
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shown as politics, economy, society and culture. Lastly, symbols of these expressions are
artificial thoughts. Therefore, objectified objects are so-called ‘environments’. For an instance,
meanings of ‘house’ can be explained by Wonhyo’s worldviews; chen, yong and sang, in Korea,

and by Vitruvius’s worldviews; kang, yong and mi in the West.

Wonhyo (Silla) Vitruvius (Rome)

(58) Firmness-
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& D D
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Ecological-Aesthetics in Korean Tranditional Architecture

and Its Contemporary Acculturation
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