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Bl ABSTRACT

Structure and Meaning of Lee kwangsoo’s Buddhist
thought in collaboration with Japan

Choi, Ju-han

This study is primarily to understand the paradox of Lee-Kwangsoo’s
buddhistic thinking in collaboration with Japan period. The being of
Hyangsankwangrang(FLYES) who acclaimed that he is the baby of the
emperor of Japan seems to contradict the buddhistic universalism which
emphasizes absolute awareness beyond nature and human world. Moreover
studies of this period of Lee-Kwangsoo’s buddhism have no reconciliation
between the perspective that Lee-Kwangsoo’s buddhism was just rhetoric
supporting logic of collaboration with Japan, and the perspective that
Lee-Kwangsoo’s buddhism was ethical belief trying to surpass logic of
earth, depending absolute truth. This study has a point of view that
Lee-Kwangsoo did not combine nor separate the two perspectives easily.
This study invetigates two texts <Great Master Wonhyo>, <Three cities
impression> which show us his trace of thoughts rejecting two opposite
perspectives. Two texts have voices of writer Lee-Kwangsoo who did not
exclude identity as baby of Japan emperor and reentered it into univer-
sality of buddhistic truth. In <Great Master Wonhyo>, the conviction that
earthly authority finally kneel down to the universality of buddhistic truth
and the belief that considering Lee-Kwangsoo himself as collaborator of
Japan is means of Bodhisattva doings for all living beings seem to make
Lee-Kwangsoo’s life be toward truth. And in <Three cities impression>, the
conviction was Lee-Kwangsoo’s wish for coming of truth community where

all nations in emperor and colony be the one.
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