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Abstract

A Status of Vrimaakirti Sutra in the History
of Korean Buddhism

Lee, Hee-jae

The VirmaaKirti Sutra is an important book of Mahayana Buddhism
about the concepts of emptiness and non-dualism. Monk-centric Buddhism
tends to disregard the lay Buddhist. However, the Vrimaakirti Sutra
shows equdity between the Buddhist priesthood and the lay Buddhist.
Virmdakirti is a lay Buddhist awakened to the essence of emptiness.

This sutra was introduced as early as the Silla dynasty. The venerable
Wonhyo(JrEE, 617~686)had written commentaries about Virmalakirti
(Youmakyung Chonyo iff4€5<%E and Youmakyung Yakchan f#ff s
). Wonhyo married Princess Youseok fathering Seol Chong from this
union. Wonhyo looked upon himsdf as a lay devotee like a Virmaakirti.

Seokgulam Cave in the Silla dynasty made a sick VrimdaKirti image
talking with the Bodhisattva of wisdom, Moonsoo.

The venerable Uichon(z% X, 1055~1101)in the Koryo dynasty follows
from Wonhyo's idea. Further support is the venerable Bojo esteem of the
Vimadakirti Sutra as important.

This sutra is sustained through continued documentation in published
books. The famous scholar, Kim Junghee(<i: 1I-, 1786~1856), in the
late Chosun dynasty showed his interest in the Vimaakirti sutra in his
expression of Vimaakirti zen in his paintings.

The venerable Han Yongwoon(##itZE, 1879~1944)who lived during
the Japanese imperia period regarded the Vimalakirti Sutra as an essence
of Buddhism thus engaging Buddhist concepts in the anti-Japanese
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movement.

Key words: VirmalaKirti Sutra, Mahayana Buddhism, Non-dualism, lay Buddhist,

Bodhisattva
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