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The Meaning of Nation in Yi Gwang-su's Fiction

Roh, Yeon-sook

After the liberation, Korea went through stages to become a strong nation state.
The first stage was to remove the vestiges of Japanese imperialism and punish the
pro-Japanese. In this process, Yi Gwang-su was identified as pro-Japanese and was
arrested. T will deal with the meaning of nation, focusing on the fact that his literature
after liberation is distinguished by being self-conscious about his pro-Japanese actions.
By investigating his frustrated will to administrate a nation by the nation discourse
and by collecting the remaining pieces which are left from his ideal world, I hope
to clarify the meaning of 'nation', which has not yet been described clearly.

Yi Gwang-su was willing to justify his pro-Japanese actions with his own logic in
My Confession. But there are many inconsistencies in his thoughts that the cooperation
for Japan was the only way to lessen national difficulties and to get a good chance
to improve national development. Accepting the stage of liberation, Yi Gwang-su
asserted that his actions had been a sort of sacrifice for the people of Chosdn.

However, he did not get free from a sense of shame. It is very suggestive that
he referred to adultery as a part of the recording of disgrace. In I (1948), Yi Gwang-su
wrote his memory that he committed adultery with Moon's sister. Being Pro-Japanese
is a kind of 'national adultery' and has a common point in the action following his
desire, although the one is a national, while the other is a private problem. The actions
is to betray another and to throw away its realm (wife and ChosOn). Instead of an

apology for his collaboration, confessing his adultery which nobody scolded him for
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shows a delicate irony. He confessed his fatal mistake that he could not control himself
quite some time after it had happened. A confession about collaboration would have
demanded an even longer time.

In the short story Dream(1939), Yi Gwang-su could not hide terror although he
knew that his nightmare was an illusion. Although he did not spell the name of any
crime, this shows that he felt the critical eye of the nation resting upon him because
of his collaboration with the Japanese. In reality, the biggest nightmare of Yi Gwang-su
was maybe the liberation itself. In the moment of liberation, he lost all things and
had to face reality and therefore the fact that his national movement had failed.

It is well known that Yi Gwang-su's literature deals with nation generally and shows
that the center of his interest lies on the destiny of nation. There was nothing that
he could lean on after liberation. There remained only sympathy with Buddha's love.
His fiction, which represent his biography and wish for relief about retribution for
the deeds of a former life, shows the love for the nation, which he as an outsider

from national border appealed to, finally.

Key Words : Yi Gwang-su, Adultery, Pro-Japanese, Nightmare, Love, Nation
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