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Luce Irigaray(1993), An Ethics of Sexual Difference(O)1 S22 Ethics2 ¥718D), Translated
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(Abstract)

Ethics of Reconciliation and Harmony

- As an Idea for the Multi-cultural Global Future

Shin, Ock Hee (Ewha Womans University)

In this paper, an ethics of reconciliation and harmony is presented as a valuable
feminist vision for the multi-cultural global future, As an oriental model of such
ethics, Mahayana Buddhist ethics of the One Mind(—.(») of Korean Buddhist
Philosopher Wonhyo(JG#E)is introduced, and as a Western model, Feminist
Philosopher Luce Irigaray's ethics of sexual difference is selected. In this paper, an
encounter between these two ethical models is attempted, and theoretical and
practical benefits, which this encounter will bring for the future development of
feminist movements, is accounted,

At first glance, Irigaray's ethics of sexual difference seems incompatible to the
Buddhist ethics of the One Mind that points to non-duality or non-differentiation.
Contrary to the surface image, however, both have commonalities much more than
differences.

The most prominent feature that connects closely these two models of ethics is
the common attitude of recognition and respect for the differences and dissimilari-
ties. And also, the two models of ethics emphasize in common the ethical practice
of love and compassion which is based on the principle of reconciliation and har-
mony.,

In this paper, it is argued that the ethical principle of reconciliation and harmo-
ny, which is shown in common in the two models of ethics, can provide a very
significant feminist vision for the multi-cultural global future, and also shall open a
valid common horizon for the multiple streams of the worldwide feminist move-

ments, Furthermore, it is expected also that, if the ethical principle of reconcilia-
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tion and harmony is taken as a common idea, it will be possible to establish a
worldwide open community in which all the partners of multifarious different

streams of feminist movement can pursue their ends with no hindrance.
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