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[YEZZ] Kim Yoo Shin, as a commander in the war and a prime minister in the government,
was a hero in the unification of three ancient Koreas. Undoubtedly, he acted under his strong
faith. Thus, many existing studies indicate that the background of his thought is “Mireuk religion”,
Confucianism, and Taoism. In fact, his thought has the various backgrounds. However, when I
examined minutely his activities, I could find other backgrounds of his thought in addition to those
indicated in the existing studies .

Kim Yoo Shin, by growing into a man, was influenced by the three elements. The first was the
influence by “Yoo-Shin” in China. For instance, his name was taken from Chinese “Yoo-Shin.” The
second was the spirit of “knowing no retreat at a battlefield.” The third was the study of the
various tactics. In particular, “knowing no retreat at a battlefield” was the most important virtue
in his family precepts. He pledged the spirit of “knowing no retreat at a battlefield”, on the basis
of loyalty and filial piety. This spirit was emphasized to the Shilla soldiers. Also, he was well
versed in the various tactics such as “Son-Moo Tactics” and “Weeryo Tactics.” Therefore, he could
be a great commander. Finally, he realized his dream for the unification of three ancient Koreas by
serving “King of Muyul” and “King of Munmu.”

The era where he lived was a transitional period from Soo dynasty to Dang dynasty. When he
was young, Soo dynasty ruled the mainland of China. Therefore, he was deeply influenced by
“Wonkwangbupsa” who studied in Soo dynasty. His story is actually closely related to Soo dynasty
when we see the record about his birth and the "Gaewhangrok; where his family stories are
explained. The "Gaewhangrok; is a book published by taking its title from the reign-style of the
“Emperor of Moon” in Soo dynasty. Moreover, he was influenced by the Buddhist priests including
“Wonkwangbupsa” and had close relationships with “Wonhyo” who was characterized as the
intellectuals who disliked Dang dynasty. Kim Yoo Shin really wanted to protect Shilla when his
country was domestically and internationally plunged in confusion. In sum, his thought influenced
by the Buddhist priests who studied in Soo dynasty was connected to the independent spirit to

protect Shilla in the coalition and the war between Shilla and Dang.

[F=HO] H41 &9 ALAFA v Z(the Background of Kim Yoo Shin's Thought), [§i{Z(Chinese
“Yoo-Shin”), [ifiE§E R (the spirit of “knowing no retreat at a battlefield”), ¥ H(tactics), ¥4 HA}
(Wonkwangbupsa), 7]3+= ;("Gaewhangrok,), 4= - Yl 2] A3}7|(a transitional period from

Soo dynasty to Dang dynasty)
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