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" JEXS

The Connection between Catastrophe Motives in
Kwangsu Lee's Novels and Value of Idealistic Community

Seo, Eunhye

The purpose of this paper is to interpret the meaning of ‘catastrophic motives' in
Kwangsu Lee's novels and short stories, which are related to his own religious sensibility
and political idea. Generally, the imagination of catastrophe is closely related to the
religious sensibility including awakening people's helplessness, the hope for transcendency
or the punishment from God in literary tradition. However, The catastrophic motives
in Lee's works mainly function as an opportunity of huge overturn towards ideal society,
as we can see flood sight of Samrangjin. This kind of catastrophic motives continue
to the latter period of Japanese imperialism, and they have various meanings even
though many people call it just 'national consciousness'.

Chapter 2 examines the meaning of catastrophic motives in early part of Lee's works,
<Heartlessness>, <To a little friend>. The famous flood sight in <Heartlessness>
shows the process of finding a group bound together by a common destiny. The
shipwreck scene in <To a little friend> is an important chance for main character
to realize his lover as a member of compatriot or humankind. The new concepts such
as 'Sublimity' or 'Soul' can be used explaining character's emotion, justifying the subject
of solidarity for a group bound together by a common destiny. Chapter 3 discusses
the mening of catastrophic moives in middle part of Lee's works, <Earth>. Lee
emphasized miserable colonial reality including hunger and poverty, and he named it

as ‘a hell' in Christianity term in the work. He also accented the will of building ideal
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village against Japanese imperialist government. Chapter 4 examines the meaning of
catastrophic events in the latter part of Lee's works, such as <Love> and <A high
priest, Wonhyo>. Lee shows the worth of agape and tried to expand it to the main
principles of orginizing ideal community in <Love>. The infectious disease scene is
kind of metaphor of social evil in this work. Same motif is used in <A high priest,
Wonhyo>, demonstrating complicated Lee's inner side against compulsory turn by a
Japanese imperialist in 1940s. The infectious disease in this work makes Wonhyo helping
other people, ultimately makes him come through the sense of guilt, even though
it failed repeatedly.

In conclusion, the catastrophic motives in Kwangsu Lee's works have various
meanings, such as an opportinity of realizing other people who are in common destiny,
miserable reality in colonial period, an metaphor of social evil in strong influence of
facism. This kind of meaning closely relates to his own thought of Christianity and
Buddhism.

Key Words: Catastrophe, Sublimity, Colonial modernization, The ideal village movement, mutual

aid, facism
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