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A Study on Wonhyo's Hwajaeng Thought in North Korea
- Focusing on ‘Hwajaeng Thought’ and ‘(Hwajaeng) Dialectics’ Found
in Han, Myeong-hwan’s (2010) "History of Joseon Philosophy(2) -

Won-Myoung Kim

This study introduces ‘Hwajaeng Thought’ and ‘(Hwajaeng) Dialectics’ among
the “Social and Political Thoughts of Wonhyo” found in Han, Myeong-hwan’s
(2010) "History of Joseon Philosophy(2) and critically reviews them.

The order of the writing is as follows: First, there’s an “Introduction.” Second,
we examined the “authoritarianism” and “socialism” systems within the “military
system” as the background for the study of North Korea’s philosophical ideology
to understand North Korea’s perspective of descript. Second, North Korea’s
literature represents the culmination of existing studies. Therefore, it’s essential
to introduce the accumulated studies and the contents of this book. Third, we
explored "History of Joseon Philosophys(2) and “Social and Political Thoughts
of Wonhyo”. Subsequently, we analyzed the contents of the text. Fourth, we
discussed “The essence of Wonhyo’s Hwajaeng: independent and dialectical
thought, reflecting the needs of the ruling class”. Fifth, we examined “The Logic
of Wonhyo’s hwajaeng: Developed Dialectic, relativistic sophistry”. Sixth, we
delved into “The Dialectic Method of Haedongjong Philosophy: The Positiveness
and Negativeness of the Characteristics of Hwajaeng Dialectic”. Seventh, we
covered “The Ending Words: Limitations of Understanding and Evaluation of
Wonhyo’s Hwajaeng”.

Han’s research perspective on Wonhyo’s Hwajaeng can be summarized in two
ways; First, it takes a patriotic view that Wonhyo founded the Haedongjong

philosophy. Second, from the perspective of the oppressed class, Wonhyo is seen
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as representing the progressive class within the feudal exploitation system. This
second view adopts a historical materialism, influenced by historical materialism
in marxism. However, evaluating Wonhyo’s Hwajaeng idea from this materialistic
standpoint presents limitations, as it contradicts the first patriotic viewpoint that
forms the national philosophy.

HAN is continuing to research and evaluate the ‘Hwajaeng idea’ of Wonhyo’s
‘Haedongjong philosophy’ and the ‘(Hwajaeng) dialectic of Haedongjong philosophy’
from the perspectives of ‘Kim Il-sungism’ and ‘Socialism (dialectical materialism)’.
In 1994, the ‘Marxism-Leninism’ guiding ideology was deleted from North Korea’s
constitution. Nevertheless, in "History of Joseon Philosophy, of 2010, Kim
Jong-il’s words are recorded in understanding and evaluating the ‘Hwajaeng
Thought’ and the ‘(Hwajaeng) Dialectic of Haedongjong Philosophy.” Moreover,
it does not constitute a new alternative perspective to replace the ‘Juche ideology’
and ‘dialectical materialism’ perspectives. In the future, it will be necessary to
reflect the research on materialism and Wonhyo’s Hwajaeng Thought studied in

academia across the world.

Subject Areas: Korea Philosophy, Buddhism
Keywords: Wonhyo, Hwaejaeng, Haedongjong, Dialectic, Materialism
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