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The Mother Goddess of Mt. Seosul
and Ancient Korean Goddess Ideas

Na, Hee-La*

This article explains how the story of a female immortal in Mt. Seondo,
which came from Song[Z], became the story of the first king and queen’s
mother of Silla[##E] and summarizes the goddess concept that made it
possible.

When the story of the goddess of Mt. Seondo was introduced in Historical
Record of the Three Kingdoms|Samguk sagi = [&] 571 3¢], Mt. Seondo was judged
as Mt. Seosul, a western mountain of Gyeongju in the Silla period, in that
it was located in the western direction. The goddess acquired the position of
the founder’s divine mother through symbolic interpretation of the chicken and
white colour in the myth of the birth of the founder.

In this way, in Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms[Samguk yusa = [&|;&Z],
the mother goddess of Mt. Seondo[{|li#kEE £}] was described as the goddess
of Mt. Seosul and of the founder’s divine mother and a being who gave birth
to the founder with her great creativity, established and protected the country,
and shows the sacredness of dealing with animals and weaving. This notion
of a goddess is a trace of the original idea of a ‘great goddess’ around the
ancient Korean peninsula. The notion of the founder’s divine mother based on
the original conception of the goddess continued to be handed down during

the Goryeo Dynasty, but the goddess idea was gradually diluted and distorted

Gyeongsang National University
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in the historical situation in which the mythological idea was more strongly
denied. Nevertheless, the idea of the goddess took root in the human mind

and continues to live on to this day.

Key words: goddess, the mother goddess of Mt. Seondo[fIlAkEER}], the
mother goddess of Mt. Seosul[ FitE2E}], founder’s myth of Silla,
Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms[Samguk yusa =EiEZE]
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