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[Abstract]

For the new horizon in the recognition on the
Gaya History and its Buddhism History

Lee, Deok-I1

(Soonchunhyang University-Hangaram Institute for History & Culture)

The Gaya history in Korea is not properly recognized at present. Those who
concentrated on the researches on Gaya history were the colonial historians
in Japan during the resistance period against Japan. Those colonial historians
investigated the Gaya history with the viewpoint that Gaya was the colony
of the ancient Yamato dynasty on the basis of the Theory of Imna Japanese
Headquarters written in the “Chronicles of Japan” because there was no
sufficient historical data on Gaya. After liberation from Japan, it’s not too
much to say that Korean historians(South Korea) repeated the key logic of
the theory of Imna Japanese Headquarters in terms of the contents while they
generally pretended to criticize the theory of Imna Japanese Headquarters.
However, the North Korea completely abolished the theory of Imna Japanese
Headquarters both in terms of the contents and forms as Kim Seok-hyeong
advocated the theory that Imna was the country built by Yamato Dynasty in
Japan in 1963.

As a result, the recognition on Gaya history between South Korea and North
Korea is completely different. North Korean historians insisted that Gaya was
founded in the 1st century BC on the basis of the ancient literature including
“Legends and History of the Three Kingdoms”, “Record of the State of Garak”

and “History of the Three Kingdoms” and a variety of archaeological remains
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and heritages. On the contrary, South Korean historians pointed out that
Gaya was founded in around the 3rd century BC.

Another important field in the research on Gaya history is Buddhism
history of Gaya. It was understood that Buddhism was introduced in Gaya in
452 when Wanghusa Temple was built as recorded in “Legends and History
of the Three Kingdoms”, “Record of the State of Garak”. But it can be also
analyzed that just a royal temple was built in Gaya but it didn’t mean that
Buddhism was introduced in Gaya for the first time.

Bhasa stone pagoda, which the queen Heo brought when she came from
Ayuta kingdom to Gaya in 48, demonstrated the error of viewpoint that
Buddhism was introduced in Gaya in the mid-5th century. The records on
Buddhism in Goguryeo and Baekje in “History of the Three Kingdoms” are
about transfer history of Mahayana Buddhism. In accordance with the “Stone
Monument of the Great Monk Jijeung” written by Choi Chi-won, it could be
understood that Hinayana Buddhism was introduced in Korea earlier than
Mahayana Buddhism.

The ancient records above indicated that it would be the time to
fundamentally review the Gaya history of the past, in particular, the frame of
Gaya history built by the colonial historians of Japan during the resistance

period against Japan.

[Key Words] Founding Time of Gaya, Theory of Imna Japanese Headquarters,
Theory that Imna was Gaya, Theory that Imna was the country built by
Yamato Dynasty in Japan, Gaya Buddhism, Stone Monument of the Great

Monk Jijeung
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