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(Summary)

The Naga Thoughts of Silla Buddhism

Kim Yeong-tae

The Samguk Yusa(=@:&®) abounds in legendary stories on Naga(g), a
fabulous bein'g, of which dominant are the Naga stories of Silla, especially
Buddhistic ones. Through thesz stories, the papsr considers the characteristic
feature of the Silla Naga thoughts.

Conception of Naga is found rathzr universally. But its aspects vary from
region to region. Silla had its own Naga bzfore spread of Buddhism. But her
contact with Buddhism certainly changed it into Buddhistic one.

The Naga faiths of Silla can bz devided into two sorts, One is based on the
faith that Naga protects the nation, and the other is that it guards the Buddhist
doctrine (dharma). But these two faiths are closely related with each other,
bzcause Silla pzople believed that protection of Buddhism leads to the protec-
tion of nation and vice versa. '

For advancement of the discussion, ths writer collects all the materials rela-
ting to Ndga from th: Samguk Yusa, out of which Naga stories of Silla are
groupzd togsther. And then hs compares thz Silla Buddhistic Naga with the
Nagas describzd in the Buddhist scriptures.

After that, the writer points out that th: Silla Naga thoughts are featured
by Silla pzople’s ardent aspiration to protact their country through Buddhism.
And this phenom:znon may bz said to bz a natural corallary of the paculia-

rity of Silla Buddhism which aim=zd to realize Buddhist idzals on the actual
territory of Silla.
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