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Abstract

Examination of the ‘Sinjung(#®®)’ in
Samguk-Yusa

Jeon, Hae-ju

The worship and perception of gods or 'Sinjung(##: guardians of the
Buddha dharma)' in ancient Korea have been well preserved in the
Samguk-Yusa(=B;8%, Legends and History of the Three Kingdoms),
compiled by the Koryeo dynasty monk Ilyeon(1206 - 1289). The Samguk-
Yusa depicts the unofficial historical period of Korea, from its founding by
Dan-gun up until the Unified Silla dynasty, through Buddhist legends. The
book reveals not only the gods that Koreans believed in of each period
during the Three Kingdoms, or Four Kingdoms period, and the Koryeo
dynasty, but also the overall traditional view of gods of the Korean
people (R 3%), from the time of Dan-gun up until the Koryeo dynasty.
The Hunyosipjo(JNE+#: Ten Essential Articles of Preservation), written
by King Taejo of the Koryeo dynasty, attests to the importance of these
traditional gods.

All of the gods that appear in the Samguk-Yusa are folk gods, gods
which have been integrated from the Buddhist tradition, and traditional
Buddhist gods. These gods are entangled in the Buddhist world of samsara
of sentient beings. All of these gods are portrayed as sentient beings
caught in the six realms, or gati The gods in the Samguk-Yusa will be
divided and examined in the following manner.

First is the Dan-gun god. There are many divergent perceptions of Dan-
gun today that have created serious religious conflicts. Strictly speaking,
Dan-gun is the founder of ancient Joseon and it can be said that he was
not a god. However, in the Samguk-Yusa, he is depicted as a god. Dan-gun
was the son of Hwan-ung, who was the first son of Hwan-in. It is said that
Dan-gun founded ancient Joseon and after his rule, he became a mountain
god. Dan-gun became associated with Buddhism because it was believed
that Hwan-in was the Sakradeva of Buddhism.

Second are the gods originating from a mix of Shamanism and
Buddhism(##). All of the folk and shamanistic gods are divided into the
two major categories of "virtuous gods" and "evil gods,” and the virtuous
gods are seen to have originated from a mix with Buddhism. There are
many virtuous gods and dragon-guardians of the Dharma in the Samguk-
Yusa who oppose the evil gods, who, in turn, try to bring harm to human
beings. There are also female gods who appear in the book. Among these
gods, the dragon gods appear the most often. These dragon-guardians of
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the Dharma originated from a combination of the Buddhist and Shamanist
traditions and represent one of the divisions of gods who are guardians of
the Dharma. Dragon-guardians of the Dharma protect the country and
revere the Buddhadharma, and play an indispensable role in spreading the
Buddhadharma.

Third are the traditional Hwaom gods of Buddhism(ZE&Ei#$®). In the
Avatamsaka Sutra, which was prevalent in Korea even before the time of
the Unified Shilla dynasty, there are 39 types of Hwaom gods. These types
of Hwaom gods also appear in the Samguk-Yusa. Although gods also
appear in other Mahayana Buddhist sutras, the gods appearing in the
Samguk-Yusa are Hwaom gods.

In this way, the folk gods, in whom Koreans believed in ancient times,
protected human beings, and the mountains and rivers they lived in, by
rewarding the good and punishing the wicked. Almost all of these gods
were taken from Buddhism, especially Hwaom Buddhism, and were revered
as gods who guarded the Dharma. As well, the Hwaom gods appear in the
Samguk-Yusa as gods who widely spread the Buddhadharma, benefitted
human beings and protected the country. Presently, all of these gods, along
with the 39 types of guardians of the Hwaom Sutra, form the 104 gods of
the Dharma guardians and are worshipped today.
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