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An Analytic Understanding of (The Two Great
Saints of Naksan) in {Samguk Yusa)

Shin, Yeon-Woo

It is not important whether Wonhyo and Uisang really met Kwaneum or not. The gist
of this chapter lies in the fact that one could and could not meet Kwaneum at the same
time. Uisang perceived Kwaneum but he could not say anything about Kwaneum's
appearance because he did not know what it meant. Wonhyo also met a woman who
actually was Kwaneum but he could not recognize it.

llyon told us an ability to meet Kwaneum or Buddha through our “seeing”, and our
limitation as human beings through cur “not seeing™ As long as we have the ability to
meet Buddha we must try to do so and we must make our efforts to meet Buddha since

the ability of human beings is limited.

Another attempt was made to explain that the story of Choshin made the theme
clearer. It is not even, I think, that weighing the Choshin story as the most important or
regarding as a different story from the other part of the chapter. Main theme of this
chapter is to estimate Bumil. But insertion of the Choshin story can embody the meaning
of Bumil’s activities more concretely. So we do not appraise Bumil simply because of
“everyday always-ness”. We can realize from Choshin that without Buddha in one’s mind,
“evetyday always-ness” is nothing.
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Besides, we could understand the meaning of the earless Buddha of Bumil, as the
reflection of the weakness of all mankind. This shows the paradox that we cannot see
Buddha by denying Choshin’s life, Ilyon also said that showing the queerness of one’s life

is wrong either,
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