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Title: Feast of Dance in Yeats’s Work and Iryeon’s Samkukyusa
Abstract: There are some similarities between the dance images in Yeats’s and
Iryeon’s work. Yeats and Iryeon recorded them in their folktales, just as they were.
This was the outcome of their efforts to revive identity through national dances. The
dance images appearing in their works communicate the aspiration that people’s
hopes would be fulfilled. They also wish that their concerns would be removed by
wearing masks and performing holy and peaceful dances. Both writers selected and
recorded such dances for national and individual welfare. Using folktales, legends,
and dances as materials, they made a substantial contribution to people’s expressing
their aspiration for living in happiness and prosperity; in their works appear holy
images of Irish and Korean dances, such as ‘mystic songs’ and ‘artistic dances.’
Key words: dance image, mask, aspiration, mystical song, artistic dance.
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I put my hand to the handle, but the moment I did so the fumes of the
incense . . . . made me fall again into the dream, in which I seemed to be
a mask, lying on the counter of a little Eastern shop. (Myth 286-87)
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204

Labour is blossoming or dancing where

The body is not bruised to pleasure soul,

Nor beauty born out of its own despair,

Nor blear-eyed wisdom out of midnight oil.

O chestnut-tree, great-rooted blossomer,

Are you the leaf, the blossom or the bole? (CP 185)
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Rivers are running over

With red beer and brown beer.

An old man plays the bagpipes
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In a golden and silver wood;
Queens, their eyes blue like the ice,
Are dancing in a crowd. (CP 68)
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On the grey rock of Cashel I suddenly saw
A Sphinx with woman breast and lion paw,
A buddha, hand at rest,

Hane lifted up that blest;

And right between these two a girl at play
That, it may be, had danced her life away,
For now being dead it seemed
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That she of dancing dreamed. (CP 144)
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Of golden king and silver lady,

Bellowing up and bellowing round,

Till toes mastered a sweet measure,

Mouth mastered a sweet sound,

Prancing round and prancing up

Until they pranced upon the top. (CP 112-3)
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I thought it out this very day,

Noon upon the clock,

A man may put pretence away
Who leans upon a stick,

May sing, and sing until he drop,
Whether to maid or hag:

1 carry the sun in a golden cup,
The moon in a silver bag. (CP 227)
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