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The Construction of Daetongsa Temple by King Seong
of Baekje and the Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty

So, Hyunsook
(Wonkwang University)

According to the Samguk-Yusa, the Daetongsa Temple in Woongjin(f&#) was built in 527 by
the Silla King Beopheung(:#) for Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty. But at that time, Woongjin
was the capital of Baekje. This is not consistent with the historical facts, which made us
question the reliability of the records. Even the existence of the “Woongjin Daetongsa
Temple” mentioned in the records was denied. However, a tile with the name of ‘Daetong’
has been discovered again at Banzook-Dong in Gongju City, which is known as the site of
the Daetongsa Temple,

This research aims to solve three problems that have raised many questions about the
construction of Daetongsa Temple. In other words, through comparative analysis with Chinese
cases, I wanted to explore whether the name of the temple adopted the title of an emperor’s
reign was possible, and when the temple was built, and what was the purpose of the temple.

At the first half of the sixth century in China, there was a case of using the title of an
emperor’s reign as the names of temples, Tt is Jingming-si(GEWIFF) and Zhengshi-si(iE45F),
which were built in Luoyang(i%F), the capital of the Northern Wei Dynasty. If so, the records
of the Samguk-Yusa, which describe the construction of the Daetongsa Temple using the
annal of Liang Wudi, are reliable.

On the Daetong Temple’s construction, I analyzed the cases of China’s 6th century and the
Three Kingdoms Period of the Korean Peninsula. As a result, it was confirmed that the time of
construction referred to in the literature does not necessarily refer to the time of completion,
and that the time of make naming of the temple could also be the time of construction. Thus,
the record of the Samguk-Yusa, which said the Daetong Temple was founded in 527 is very
reliable.

In East Asia, Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty made a model of the Buddhist holy king,
i.e. Cakravartin King(#iz#+). He controlled a group of monks from the nobility who were

opposed to the royal authority, and he steadily laid the groundwork for the Cakravartin
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King's rule. The year 527 was the time of completion of the Tongtai-si([AZ&F) to realize this
vision of anarchy. With the completion of the temple, he even changed his reign name to
Datong(kif), which has meaning with Tongtai-si Temple.

It can be said that the King Seong’s creation of the Daetong Temple was an imitation of this
political practice of the Emperor Wu. He also favored Buddhist monks who were as bright in
Buddhist doctrine, and valued Nirvana Sutra as the Emperor Wu. This Sutra highlights the rule
of law by Cakravartin King. Through these King Seong tried to pray for the stabilization of
domestic rule and the strengthening of his royal authority. In this sense, Daetong Temple was

built as a place where King Seong’s Cakravartin King royal activities take place.

Key words : Daetongsa Temple, Baekje, King Seong, Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty, Cakravartin King



