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ABSTRACT

From heaven to earth, the descending of
Bak Hyeokgeose

Kim, Tae-Shik

According to legend, Bak Hyeokgeose(F¥MififE 1) who was the founder
and the first ruler of the kingdom of Silla, was born from an purple or violet
egg((RIN) that a white horse([ ) from heaven laid. So what does that
mean by a violet egg and a white horse?

In ancient East Asean world it had been believed that the Cynosure, or the
polar star(L1#i ) is the center of heaven and lays violet rays. And the star
was worshipped as the greatest God among all heavenly gods. It has been
called 'the Great One'(x—), or the great emperor of the Lord of Heaven(K
ELK77). Then, the Cynosure had been believed to lay violet rays. It is why
the heavenly area around the Cynosure was called the Violet Palace(38F)
and it is why Bak Hyeokgeose was born from an violet egg. In other words
Hyeokgeose was the great emperor of the Lord of Heaven(K & K7F) or his
son.

In such a legendary tale, a white horse was very often used as messanger
of the God between Heaven and Earth. The white horse is an envoy Heaven
sent to Earth.

In this way the people of Silla Kingdom had worshipped the Cynosure. It

can be proved in many aspects of the society. Most of all, the members of
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Kim-lineage family deified their 'First Great Ancestor'(KJil). The deified
ancestor was called the King of Seong-han(f % F). Literally Seong-han(&
) means the milky way, or all the stars except for the Cynosure. Therefore
the King of Seong-han is the Great One(k—), or the great emperor of the
Lord of Heaven( K 2 K7F).

Key words : Hyeokgeose(##/E i), the Cynosure, the Great One(X—). the great
emperor of the Lord of Heaven(KE K7%), violet egg(3RYH). white
horse(F1 ), Violet Palace(38'%), King of Seong-han(fE# F)
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