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ABSTRACT

A Study on Stone Images of Seated Buddha and
Four Guardian Kings Enshrined in Jakapjeon Hall

at Unmunsa Temple

Choe, Song-eun

Stone Images of Seated Buddha and Four Guardian Kings enshrined in the
Jakapjeon Hall(B858) at Unmunsa Temple(3£F9=F) have long been regarded as
sculptures of early Goryeo period from around AD 937 under the patronage of
the First King of Goryeo(Wang Geun). According to Samgukyusa —BI;E=%) monk
Boyang(&4#), returning from Tang China, stayed at a temple called Bongseung-sa,
and happened to meet the First King(Taejo) of Goryeo, whom Boyang gave a
clever scheme to defeat enemy troops. Later Boyang moved to Daejakgap-sa
and reconstructed the five-storied brick-pagoda, which was most likely erected
in the late Unified Silla period and destroyed during the war of Later Three
Kingdoms™ period. At that time, Wang Geun accomplished the unification of the
Later Three Kingdoms, and presented the new temple name of ‘Unmunseun-sa
(EEM#SF) and five hundred ‘geul(#%) of paddy and field to support the temple.

In 1987, however, sarira reliquaries were excavated beneath the stone
Buddha image of Jakapjeon, which is now a wood and tiled roof building,
although its ancestral form was most likely brick pagoda. Among the
reliquaries, a stone pot bears an inscription of the year AD 865 of the Unified
Silla period as the repaired date of the pagoda, which indicates that the brick
pagoda was first erected earlier than AD 865.

Comparing the stone Four Guarding King images with those of the ninth

century images carved on the surface of monk sarira pagodas, it was
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discovered that the stone Four Guarding King images of Unmunsa were most
likely made no earlier than AD 860 and no later than AD 880 of the Unified
Silla period. Since two of the Four Guardian Kings are 151-152cm in size and
two of them are 161-162cm in size, it can be presumed that a pair of similar
sizes were placed on both sides of the entrance gate on the first floor of the
brick pagoda: Guardian King of the East and South on the south wall and
those of the West and the North on the north wall of the pagoda.

Although the face of the stone Buddha image was heavily repaired and does
not convey the original facial expression, its halo and pedestal still show the
original condition of the image. The stone pedestal of six angles, a rare form
in the late ninth and early Goryeo period, doesn't have the buttress platform
supporting the middle part of the pedestal, which is common of pedestals from
the late ninth and early Goryeo period. Besides, the pedestal of Uunmunsa,
compared with the Goryeo stone hexagonal pedestals of Goryeo 11th century,
lacks exquisite quality. A rather simply designed halo, it has two embossed
circles encircled by a flame, while the halos of the stone Buddha images of
the late ninth and early Goryeo period have decorative designs of incarnation
Buddha images and beautiful plants. Stylistic aspects of the halo and the
pedestal of the stone Buddha image of Uumunsa demonstrate that this image
can be dated to the first part of the 12th century, when Goryeo court
supported Uunmunsa probably because of the eminent monk Hakil, who had
been in King Injong’s confidence and left capital Gaeseung to retire and reside

at Uunmunsa until his death.

Key Words : Uunmunsa, Five-storied brick pagoda, monk Boyang, Jakapjeon,
Four Guardian Kings, Stone Buddha image, monk Hakil
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