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The History of the Facts or Figures seen in
Kyeunhuen(74%&l) Legends of Cheongdo

Chun, Hye-sook*

There are not many legends related to Kyeunhuen in Cheongdo, but it seems
to be a meaningful example in explaining the relationship between legend and
history in that it shows interesting variations. This study covered this topic
from generally three perspectives. The first is to confirm that the distribution
of legends is a reflection of historical facts. The second is to explore how
legendary facts can partially supplement the absence of history. Finally, we
will look closer at the history of the figures and structure made in the legendary
tradition.

First of all, Cheongdo was the nearest area of the Capital of Shilla, and
there was a corps for protecting the Capital. Yunmoon area in Cheongdo, where
legends are recorded, was the western boundary of the Capital of Shilla, where
a traffic route from the southwestern part of the Korean peninsula was
pioneered. Therefore, 1 think that post Baekje and Goryeo were troubled about
the attack on this area, and there would be actually some battles between the
two countries. We can see it from the fact that related legends are handed
down in this area.

The record of the ‘Battle in the ‘Kyeun Castle’(AAJ#}-%)" of “Samguk Yusa

(A=Ah” is a crucial clue to reading the history of war in Cheondo. As

*  Andong National University
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a result of this fight, Taejo(€]=) cooperated with Bongyang, a monk of the
Zen sect family, and General Shon Kunghoon, a nobleman of Miryang, to build
a Yunmunsa temple and made it the base for a roundabout attack to Cheondo.
On the other hand, Kyeunhuen’s attack has no other clues other than the
expression of ‘bandit’ in articles of the the Battle in the ‘Kyeun Castle’. The
only code that can unlock the history of this labyrinth is remains and legends
about the Castle of the earth Dragon’ (#]#2F4) which was built by
Kyeunhuen. Following the flow of the war history between post Baekje and
Koryo at that time, it can be seen that the construction of Castle of the earth
Dragon and the construction of Yunmunsa Temple by Taejo symbolize the
confrontational attacks between the two countries in Cheongdo region.
Yunmunsa, which received the victory of the winner, has greatly developed
as a large temple since Goryeo, while Castle of the loser has been ruined with
several legends.

However, the historical truths of Kyeunhuen’s legends are not limited to
complementing the real history of the time. The memory of fact tends to be
shaped and structured in the tradition of legend. In Kyeunhuen’s legends of
Cheongdo, Kyeunhuen as King of the post Baekjae was forgotten, instead it
was transformed into earthworm or was shaped as an ‘earth dragon’.

There is an ambivalent perception about earthworms, but the figure of the
earth dragon means a God dragon. The dragon has built a Castle for revolution
with its superior ability, but the identity was exposed and faied. In addition,
legends of the region show a structure in which the revolution was failed due
to the exposure of identity, and there are interesting variations that are wedged
and mixed with the Imugi legends (o]%-7] #7%d) of the same area.

Sometimes the failure of an earth dragon or Imugi does not end with death,

but shows up as an immigration or a hiding, because the spirit of the people
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