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<Abstract>

The Legend about Jajang(# i) and the
Symbolism of the Pagoda

Jeon, Shinjae

Jajang(3&3) was one of the representatives in the Buddhism of ShillaGET §#).
As a Daegukrong(K Bl##), he had not only ruled the religious realm, but also
he was the important person in the politic. This essays aims to observe the
life and death of Jajang through the legend about him.

Jajang met Munsu-Bosal UK E ) in the time of studying in China and
returned to Shilla. In Shilla, he performed many religious business successfully,
for example, building 9 story pagoda in Huwung-Ryong Temple(2 #E ) praying
for the unification of the three nations. After that, although Jzng was pushed
out from the center of power by Kim Chunchoo(a: 75 FX) and Kim Yooshin(4 Ji
18), Kim Chunchoo achieved the unification owing to the foundation which
had been prepared by Jajang. Jajang longed for meeting Munsu-Bosal in O-Dae
Mountain(f. Z [11), but Munsu-Bosal didn't show up. He kept building pagoda
in Tae-Baek Mountain(K H (1), but the pagoda collapsed. Even when
Munsu-Bosal was in front of him, he couldn't recognize Munsu-Bosal. After
all, he died with regret which he couldn't recognize Munsu-Bosal, In addition,

his death was caused by the fault of foolish monk. During his astral projection,
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this foolish monk burned his body, because this monk judged his body as
a dead. But even after his death, his incantation showed a lot of supernatural
power. And before his death, he builded gold and silver pagodas in the back
mountain of Jeong-Am Temple(7 ¥ 3F), but the people didn't recognize the
pagoda because of their foolishness.

In these legends, Jajang was described as a person who performed huge
project, as a person who was baffled pitifully, and as a person who was
supernatural and spricual. In these phases, the pagodas were used as subject
matters consistently. In the point that it deals with the downfall of the great
person, the series of legends about Jajang are similar with King Lear of

Shakespeare.

* Key words : Jajang(#i), Munsu-Bosal(SUik E %), Ideology of Buddhism, Legend

of foundation Buddhist temple, Pagoda, Shamanism.
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