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(Abstract)

The Meaning of Silla Kingdom a People

Choi, Eui-Kwang*

There has been much research on ‘gukin(EA)" that appeared on the political society in the
ancient Silla of Korea, but we did not clearly reveal the concept of ‘gukin’ One of the reasons is,
I think, That the research on this term in the meantime has been made without distinction of
its concept and reality.

In this papers I placed importance on confirming the basic concepts of ‘gukin’, not the
substances of ‘gukin’. First of all, I presumed the meaning of ‘guk’ and ascertained that "gukin’
was closely related to the meaning of ‘guk’ by reviewing each origin of words. That is to say
that "guk” means guksseong or gukdo and ‘gukin’ means the main forces that have been at work
in this area.

But we cannot fully understand its true picture of ‘gukin’, only with the help of a spatial
concept of guk. It is because we can also see gukin's acting figures outside the space of gukdo.
So I emphasized ‘gukin’ as a gukdo- based forces and gave more power over a concept, in which
the people are willing to participate in thire national history on the base of ojiam meeting, and I
compensated its contents. I also confirmed that the conventional opinions, in which 'gukin’
sometimes also could be called ‘general peaple’ ., was not reasonable on reviewing overall cases.

It is as follows to redefine of concept on ‘gukin’ , with the items to be confirmed in historical
materials. That is to say that ‘gukin’ means the top category class who took part in the affairs
of state and recognized the people as a lower class relatively and ‘gukin’ also can be called the
rulling hierarchy that embraced from the royalty to the ganchung of the local small countries.

It is thought to be more appropriate expressions to take somewhat flexible expression for
gukdo-based ‘gukin’ because if we overemphasize the meaning of only being within gukdo, its

concept will not suitable for the historical materials.
Key Words : State-Men, Notion, Reality, State, Capital, General People
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