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<Abstract>

Roles of the Venerable Monk in Multicultural

Society
— Focused on Silla society —

Gyeong—Sik An

Pusan National University

The purposes of this study are first, analyzing that Silla society
was a multicultural society, not an isolated monocultural
society and second, what kind of role did Venerable monks,
highest intellectual group in Silla socity, played related to
multicultural society, third, through this process, we should
think about what kind of role should Buddhist play in 21st
century Korean society as a new multicultural society.
Foundation of Silla dynasty has not started from the natives,
who maintained monoculture, but migrants who had different
cultures. Therefore, it is safe to say that Silla was multicultural
society since the beginning. However, it was introduction of
Buddhism that made Silla as a actual multicultural society, not
nominal multicultural society based merely on ethnicity.
Venerable monks in Silla played as 3 roles following: cultural
transferor, culture creator, and cultural mediator. In the
begging of 6th century, a number of monks left to Ancient
India or Tang Dynasty to study abroad for Buddhism, and
eventually they made East Asia as more opened and culturally
diversified society, by transferring cultures native cultures to



other area. Also, Venerable monks created new Silla culture
based on the culture from other areas while suggesting
harmonies and logics for solving contradictions according to
Buddhism ideas, such as Hwajaeng(#13F) theory and Wonyoung
(B®h) thought. This thesis also covers that it helped a lot
solving the confliction with other beliefs like shamanism or
Confucianism. These acts that Venerable monks have
performed in Silla society urge Buddhist in modern days to
break away from passive role, and to perform active cultural

role.

key words: Multicultural Society, Venerable Monk, Silla,
Intellectual, cultural transferor, culture creator, and
cultural mediator
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