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I Abstract

Silla People’s View of Animals and

the Commandments of Nonkilling

Hee La Na*

Animals have been important human companions since the hunting and
gathering age. Humans used to consider an animal an equal entity cohabiting
the world. However, as agriculture and livestock breeding progressed, the
humans’ perception of animals changed. It became acceptable to exploit and kill
animals for the sake of human well-being and convenience. Animal life and
suffering was not given any thought.

Later, Buddhism, which taught to cherish all living things, entered Silla
society and propagated that the life and suffering of animals should be treated
on par with that of human beings. Buddhism explained that all living things
have souls, feel desire and pain, and are connected to each other through
reincarnation; hence, humans should not kill and eat animals. The stories of
misfortune befalling on those who abused, killed, or ate animals clearly
conveyed this teaching to the general public.

The stories of the commandments of non-killing in Silla are about monks
who took that path to repent their hunting activities. Silla people seemed to
think that hunting was the most dramatic and violent way to kill animals.
Wongwang[|ED] taught that, when it came to killing animals, it was important
to carefully select the animal to be killed and decide on the time to do so. This

teaching-promoting hunting as a play was worthy of criticism. The stories that

* Professor, Department of Liberal Arts, Gyeongnam National University of Science and Technology.
E-mail: mythna@gntech.ac.kr
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criticize hunting as a play among the Silla people’s hunting stories seem to be
related to this teachings. Buddhism affected the attitude of the Silla people
toward animals and expanded their bioethics. So, some people chose to take up
monkhood to repent their killings, while others, without leaving their home,
tried not to kill animals or eat meat. Thus, non-killing and not eating meat was

regarded as the first step to becoming an ideal human being.

Key Words : view on animal, killing, hunting, story of retribution, Wongwang][[El¥t],
commandments of nonkilling
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