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ABSTRACT

Silla’s World View, the Idea of the
Unification of Three Kingdoms

Kim, Soo-tae

One of the ongoing disputed issues of the Middle Silla history is related to
the unification of the Three Kingdoms and the question is whether it was
initially intended for the unification of all three kingdoms or begun as a war
to defeat only Baeke.

Silla did not began the war with the intention of unifying all three
kingdoms. Silla was not in such a strong position to initiate the unification
war against Baekje and Goguryeo. Its aim was the defeat of Baekje but, as
Goguryeo was embroiled in an internal turmoil, Silla planned and took a
leading role in destroying Goguryeo.

The claim of the unification of three kingdoms was first presented
sometime around 671, when there was a first mention that Silla unified the
three kingdoms. As Tang unified China, it claimed, Silla unified the three
kingdoms. It also mentioned that Shill could not accept the moves of Tang
to divide and rule Goguryeo, Beakje, and Silla. It claimed that Silla had
become one with Goguryeo and Baekje.

In addition to the world view of the unification of the three kingdoms,

Silla proposed the unification of the three Hans, in order to emphasize not
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only the unification of three kingdoms but also the unification of the three
ethnic groups, which shared homogeneous characters. This idea of unification
of the three Hans first appeared right before the death of General Kim
Yushin in 673. While it was engaging a war with Tang China, Silla needed
a unified front of the peoples of the three kingdoms as a practical necessity.
It must have been recognized that, without an internal reconciliation, it was
difficult to expect a real unification of the three kingdoms.

Some argue that the idea of the unification of the three kingdoms was
actually pursued either in 676 when King Munmu won a victory in the war
against Tang China or in 685 when King Shinmun established the nine
provinces. Either claim does not apprear to be correct, however, since the
majority of the former territory of Goguryeo was still under the control of
Tang China. It was achieved only in 735 when the relation between Silla and
Tang was improved and they made joint efforts to react to moves of Barhae
during the reign of King Seongdeok. Tang also belatedly recognized this time
the rule of Silla in the area south of Daedong River. The promise that had
been made between Emperor Taizong of Tand and General Kim Yushin
during the reign of Queen Seondeok was finally fulfilled. The independent

world view pursued by Silla was at last recognized by Tang China.

Key words : Silla, world view, the idea of the unification of three kingdoms, Kim
Chunchu, Emperor Taizong of Tang China, Kim Yushin, King

Seongdeok
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